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PREFACE

This handbook is intended principally for teachers and
course designers who are, or intend to become, involved in
preparing candidates for the Cambridge Preliminary English
Test (PET). There are separate handbooks for other Cambridge
ESOL examinations.

The introductory part of the handbook provides a general
background to the Cambridge ESOL examinations and an
overview of the work of Cambridge ESOL, including a
description of current procedures for test design, production
and marking. It is hoped that this will be of interest both to
those who are familiar with the Cambridge ESOL
examinations, and to those who are coming to them for the
first time.

For further information on any of the Cambridge ESOL
examinations, please contact:

Cambridge ESOL Information
1 Hills Road

Cambridge

CB1 2EU

United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 1223 553355

Fax: +44 1223 460278

email: ESOL@ucles.org.uk
website: www.CambridgeESOL.org

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE ESOL
EXAMINATIONS

Introduction to Cambridge ESOL

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge
ESOL) is a part of the University of Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which has provided
examinations in English for speakers of other languages since
1913. Cambridge ESOL offers an extensive range of
examinations, certificates and diplomas for learners and
teachers of English. In 2002 over 1.2 million people took
these examinations at centres in over 130 countries.

Cambridge ESOL was formerly known as UCLES EFL. The
title ESOL — English for Speakers of Other Languages — was
adopted in October 2002, reflecting the increasing diversity
of the candidature.

Cambridge ESOL examinations can be taken by anyone
whose first language is not English. They are suitable for
learners of all nationalities, whatever their first language and
cultural background, and there are examinations suitable for
learners of almost any age. The range of Cambridge ESOL

examinations includes specialist examinations in Business
English and English for Academic Purposes, as well as tests
for young learners and a suite of certificates and diplomas for
language teachers.

The examinations cover all four language skills - listening,
speaking, reading and writing. They include a range of tasks
which assess candidates’ ability to use English, so that in
preparing for the examinations, candidates develop the skiils
they need to make practical use of the language in a variety
of contexts. Above all, what the Cambridge ESOL
examinations assess is the ability to communicate effectively
in English.

Cambridge ESOL is committed to providing examinations of
the highest possible quality. This commitment is underpinned
by an extensive programme of research and evaluation, and
by continuous monitoring of the marking and grading of all
Cambridge ESOL examinations. Of particular importance is
the rigorous set of procedures which are used in the
production and pretesting of question papers, and these are
described in the following section.

The Association of Language Testers in Europe
(ALTE)

Cambridge ESOL is a member of the Association of Language
Testers in Europe (ALTE), which was formed in 1990, The
members are all providers of language examinations and -
certificates from countries within Europe.

The principal objectives of ALTE are as follows:

¢ to promote the transnational recognition of certification,
especially in Europe

¢ to establish common standards for all stages of the
language testing process, i.e. test development, question
and materials writing, test administration, marking and
grading, reporting of test results, test analysis and
reporting of findings

* to collaborate on joint projects and in the exchange of
ideas and know-how.

Cambridge ESOL examinations fulfil the Code of Practice
established by ALTE. This Code of Practice focuses on the
responsibilities of both examination providers and
examination users and covers four main areas:

* developing examinations

* interpreting examination results
s striving for fairness

¢ informing examination takers.

For more information on ALTE please visit www.ALTE.org




Key features of Cambridge ESOL Examinations

Cambridge ESOL undertakes:

¢ to assess language skills at a range of levels, each of them
having a clearly defined relevance to the needs of
language learners;

e to assess skills which are directly relevant to the range of
uses for which learners will need the language they have
learnt, and which cover the four language skills —
listening, speaking, reading and writing — as well as
knowledge of language structure and use;

* to provide accurate and consistent assessment of each
language skill at the appropriate level;

¢ to relate the examinations to the teaching curriculum in
such a way that they encourage positive learning '
experiences and to seek to achieve a positive impact
wherever possible;

+ to endeavour to be fair to all candidates, whatever their
national, ethnic and linguistic background, gender or
disability.

Cambridge ESOL examinations are designed around four
essential qualities: validity, reliability, impact and practicality.
Validity is normally taken to be the extent to which a test can
be shown to produce scores which are an accurate reflection
of the candidate’s true level of language skills. Reliability
concerns the extent to which test results are stable, consistent
and accurate, and therefore the extent to which they can be
depended on for making decisions about the candidate.
Impact concerns the effects, beneficial or otherwise, which
an examination has on the candidates and other users,
whether these are educational, social, economic or political,
or various combinations of these. Practicality can be defined
as the extent to which an examination is practicable in terms
of the resources needed to produce and administer it. All
these factors underpin the development and production of
Cambridge ESOL examinations, and have been taken into
consideration in developing the updated PET examination in
2004.

The Production of Cambridge ESOL Question Papers

The production process for question papers for Cambridge
ESOL examinations begins with the commissioning of
material and ends with the printing of question papers.

For the majority of Cambridge ESOL question papers there
are five main stages in the production process:

* commissioning

e editing _ -
* pretesting

o analysis and banking of material

e question paper construction.

This process is represented in the diagram on the right.

Cambridge ESOL employs teams of item writers to produce

examination material, and throughout the writing and editing
process strict guidelines are followed in order to ensure that
the materials conform to the test specifications. Topics or
contexts of language use which might introduce a bias
against any group of candidates of a particular background
(i.e. on the basis of sex, ethnic origin, etc.) are avoided.

After selection and editing, the items are compiled into
pretest papers. Pretesting plays a central role as it allows for
questions and materials with known measurement
characteristics to be banked so that new versions of question
papers can be produced as and when required. The
pretesting process helps to ensure that all versions conform to
the test requirements in terms of content and level of
difficulty.

3
Each pretest paper is supplied to candidates with an
additional anchor test. The anchor items are carefully chosen
on the basis of their known measurement charactetistics, and
their inclusion means that all new items can be linked to a
common scale of difficulty.

Pretest papers are despatched to a wide variety of schools
and colleges which have offered to administer the pretests to
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candidates of a suitable level. After the completed pretests
have been returned to the Pretesting Section at Cambridge
ESOL, a score for each student is provided to the centre
within two weeks of receiving the completed scripts. The
items are marked and analysed, and those which are found
to be suitable are banked.

Material for the productive components of the examinations
is trialled with candidates to assess its suitability for inclusion
in the Materials Bank.

The Cambridge ESOL Main Suite: a Five-Level System

Cambridge ESOL has developed a series of examinations with
similar characteristics, spanning five levels and linked to the
levels of the Common European Framework (CEF) established
by the Council of Europe. Within the series of five levels the
Preliminary English Test (PET) is at CEF Level B1.

_CEF Level C2 =
Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE) i

CEF Level C1
Certificate in Advanced English (CAE)

CEF Level B2
First Certificate in English (FCE)

CEF Level B1
Preliminary English Test (PET)

CEF Level A2
Key English Test (KET)

PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST (PET)

Background

PET was introduced in the late 1970s and tests competence
in Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. The language
level of PET is approximately two thirds of the way towards
that of the First Certificate in English. PET is based on the
Council of Europe Threshold Level (1990) by van Ek and
Trim.

In 1999, a review of PET was undertaken involving key
clients and stakeholders. The result of this review is the
updated PET, applicable from March 2004.

The Level of PET

PET is at level B1 of the Common European Framework, and
a description of this level is given below in terms of:

. what material learners can handle;

. what learners can be expected to be able to do.

At this level a learner should be able to cope linguistically in
a range of everyday situations which require a largely
predictable use of language. A Threshold Level user will be

able to use English in their own or a foreign country in
contact with native and non-native speakers of English for
general purposes as described below.

Materials a Threshold User can deal with

The text types which can be handled by the learner at this
level include street signs and public notices, product
packaging, forms, posters, brochures, city guides and
instructions on how to do things, as well as informal letters
and newspaper and magazine texts such as articles, features
and weather forecasts. The kinds of listening texts the learner
needs to understand are announcements made at railway
stations and airports, traffic information given on the radio,
public announcements made at sporting events or pop
concerts and insffuctions given by police or customs officials.
At this level, candidates need to be able to not only pick out
facts, but also to understand opinions, attitudes, moods and
wishes.

What a Threshold User can do

Learners at this level, if travelling as tourists, can get all the
information needed from a tourist information centre, as long
as it is of a straightforward, non-specialised nature. Similarly,
if taking part in a guided tour, they can understand the main
points of a commentary and ask questions in order to get
more information, as long as no specialised technical
language is needed. They can deal with most situations likely
to arise when making travel arrangements through a travel
agent or when actually travelling. In the context of work they i
can state requirements within their own job area, and ask
questions of a fact-finding nature. In a meeting, they can take
part in a discussion which involves the exchange of factual
information or receiving instructions, but they may have
difficulty dealing with anything unpredictable or unfamiliar.

Where telephone calls are concerned, predictability is also
important at this level, and as long as only routine matters
are involved, the learner can receive and pass on messages.
They can write simple personal letters such as ‘thank-you’
letters, but only within a more or less standard format.

Several of the examinations provided by members of ALTE at
this level are used as measures of language ability for official
or institutional purposes, such as acquiring citizenship or
entry to courses of study.

PET Candidature

In 2002, there were over 96,000 candidates for PET.
Information is collected about the PET candidature at each
session, when candidates fill in Candidate Information
Sheets. These provide essential information, which is needed,
for example, to see whether certain types of question cause
difficulties for candidates in particular age ranges or from
particular language backgrounds. The information provided is
treated as confidential and is covered by the Data Protection
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Act of the United Kingdom. The answers that a candidate
gives to the questions on the Candidate Information Sheet
will not affect his/her result in any way.

Nationality

PET is taken in over eighty different countries, with the
majority of candidates coming from Europe and South
America.

Age
About 70% of PET candidates are aged 20 or under. A further
20% are in the 21-30 age group.

Gender

Approximately 60% are female.

Employment

Most candidates are studying full-time.

Exam Preparation

Approximately 80% of the candidature attend preparation
classes. On average, they study English for about four and a
half years in total prior to entry.

Reasons for taking PET

Candidates enter for a variety of reasons. About 55% of
candidates indicate that they are taking PET for personal
interest reasons, while nearly 50% state that they are taking
PET to improve their future employment prospects. Nearly
30% of candidates also indicate that they are interested in
further study of English.

What sort of test is PET?

In real life, language is used in context, and the forms of
language vary according to that context. The assessment aims
of PET and its syllabus are designed to ensure that the test
reflects the use of language in real life. The question types
and formats have been devised with the purpose of fulfilling
these aims. PET corresponds closely to an active and
communicative approach to learning English, without
neglecting the need for clarity and accuracy.

Marking and Grading

The final mark a candidate receives in PET is an aggregate of
the marks obtained in each of the three papers (Reading/
Writing, Listening and Speaking). There is no minimum pass
mark for individual papers.

PET has two passing grades:
Pass with Merit

Pass

and two failing grades:

Narrow Fail
Fail

‘Pass’ ordinarily corresponds to approximately 70% of the
total marks, and ‘Pass with Merit’ to approximately 85%. A
‘Narrow Fail’ result indicates that a candidate was within 5%
of the ‘Pass’ boundary.

Statements of Results contain a graphical display of a
candidate’s performance in each component. These are
shown against a scale of Exceptional - Good — Borderline —
Weak and indicate the candidate’s relative performance in
each paper.

Administr.g_tion

Candidates mark or write all their answers on OMR (Optical
Mark Reader) answer sheets. For Paper 1 (Reading and
Writing) there are two answer sheets, and candidates must fill
in these sheets within the time allowed for the Paper as
printed on the front cover of the question paper.

In Paper 2 (Listening), candidates write their answers on the
question paper as they listen to the tape, and are given 6
additional minutes to transfer their answers to the answer
sheet.

Samples of the OMR answer sheets for the Reading/Writing
and Listening Papers are provided on pages 33, 34 and 46 of
this Handbook and it is useful for candidates to practise

filling these in before the date of the examination so that they
are familiar with PET test procedure. 2

Time and Place

PET is usually available six times a year on fixed dates in
March, May, June (twice), November and December.

Current information on dates and the administrative details of
the examination are provided separately to centres. A copy
can be obtained from your nearest Cambridge Examination
Centre. A list of Cambridge Examination Centres is obtainable
from Cambridge ESOL (address follows) or from the nearest
office of the British Council. All PET entries must be made
through an authorised centre.

Special Circumstances

Special circumstances covers three main areas: special
arrangements, special consideration and malpractice.

Special arrangements

These are available for disabled candidates. They may
include extra time, separate accommodation or equipment,.
braille transcription, etc. Consult the Cambridge ESOL Local
Secretary in your area for more details.




Special consideration

Cambridge ESOL will give special consideration to
candidates affected by adverse circumstances immediately
before or during an examination. Special consideration can
be given where an application is sent through the centre and
is made within ten working days of the examination date.
Examples of acceptable reasons for giving special
consideration are in cases of illness or other unexpected
events.

Malpractice

The Malpractice Committee will consider cases where
candidates are suspected of copying/collusion or breaking the
examination regulations in some other way. Results may be
withheld because further investigation is needed or because
of infringement of regulations. Centres are notified if a
candidate’s results have been investigated.

PET Support

Course materials

A list of UK publishers which produce coursebooks and
practice materials related to the examinations is available
from Cambridge ESOL and is on the Cambridge ESOL
website. PET requires an all-round language ability and this
should be borne in mind when selecting course materials.

PET CONTENT: AN OVERVIEW

Most coursebooks will be supplemented; care should be
taken to ensure that coursebooks and practice materials
selected accurately reflect the content and format of the
examination.

N.B. Cambridge ESOL does not undertake to advise on
textbooks or courses of study.

Past Papers and Examination Reporis

Cambridge ESOL produces past examination papers, which
can be used for practice, and examination reports, which
provide a general view of how candidates performed overall
and on each paper and offer guidance on the preparation of
candidates. Details of how to order past papers and
examination reports, and how to download an order form,
are available from www,CambridgeESOL.org

Seminars for Teachers

Cambridge ESOL offers a wide range of seminars designed for
teachers concerned with the examinations; some are also
suitable as introductions for administrators, school directors
etc. Some seminars are intended to provide information and
support for teachers who are familiar with the examinations,
and others can be used to introduce teachers to established
examinations and also to new or revised examinations.
Contact Cambridge ESOL for further details.

Writing | 30 minutes

Writing:

skills.

Faper Rl TR TR S et Foti
Paper 1 | Reading/ | 1 hour Reading: Assessment of candidates’ ability to

Five parts which test a range of reading
skills with a variety of texts, ranging from
very short notices to longer continuous texts. | whole text level.

Three parts which test a range of writing

understand the meaning of written English at
word, phrase, sentence, paragraph and

Assessment of candidates’ ability to produce
straightforward written English, ranging from
producing variations on simple sentences to
pieces of continuous text.

Paper 2 | Listening | 30 minutes
(approx.)

Four parts ranging from short exchanges to
longer dialogues and monologues.

Assessment of candidates’ ability to
understand dialogues and monologues in
both informal and neutral settings on a range
of everyday topics.

Paper 3 | Speaking | 10-12 minutes | Four parts:
per pair of
candidates examiner;
candidate;

long turn.

In Part 1, candidates interact with an
In Parts 2 and 4 they interact with another

In Part 3, they have an extended individual

Assessment of candidates’ ability to express
themselves in order to carry out functions at
Threshold level. To ask and to understand
questions and make appropriate responses.
To talk freely on matters of personal interest.

Aims and Objectives

Candidates who are successful in PET should be able to
communicate satisfactorily in most everyday situations with
both native and non-native speakers of English. This aim
corresponds to the recommendations of the Council of
Europe’s Threshold Specification.

Reading

Using the structures and topics listed in this Handboak,
candidates should be able to understand public notices and
signs; to read short texts of a factual nature and show
understanding of the content; to demonstrate understanding
of the structure of the language as it is used to express




notions of relative time, space, possession, etc.; to scan
factual material for information in order to perform relevant
tasks, disregarding redundant or irrelevant material; to read
texts of an imaginative or emotional character and to
appreciate the central sense of the text, the attitude of the
writer to the material and the effect it is intended to have on
the reader.

Writing

Students should be able to give information, report events,
and describe people, objects and places as well as convey
reactions to situations, express hopes, regrets, pleasure, etc.
They should also be able to use the words they know
appropriately and accurately in different written contexts, and
be capable of producing variations on simple sentences.

Listening

Students should be able to understand and respond to public
announcements; to show precise understanding of short
factual utterances and to make identifications on the basis of
these; to extract information of a factual nature (times, dates,
etc.) from speech which will contain redundancies and
Janguage outside the defined limits of PET; to understand the
sense of a dialogue and show appreciation of the attitudes
and intentions of the speakers.

Speaking

Students should be able to express themselves in order to
fulfil the functions listed in the Syllabus in situations which
simulate authentic communication. They should be able to
ask and to understand questions and make appropriate
responses, and should be able to talk freely in order to
express emotions, reactions, etc.

Language Specifications

Inventory of Functions, Notions and Communicative
Tasks

Note that ‘talking’ is used below to refer to BOTH speaking
and writing.

greeting people and responding to greetings (in person and
on the phone)

introducing oneself and other people

asking for and giving personal details: (full) name, age,
address, names of relatives and friends, occupation, etc.

understanding and completing forms giving personal details

understanding and writing letters, giving personal details

describing education, qualifications and skills

describing people (personal appearance, qualities)

asking and answering questions about personal possessions

asking for repetition and clarification

re-stating what has been said

checking on meaning and intention

helping others to express their ideas

interrupting a conversation

starting a new topic

changing the topic

resuming or continuing the topic

asking for and giving the spelling and meaning of words

counting and using numbers

asking and telling people the time, day and/or date

asking for and giving information about routines and habits

understanding and writing diaries and letters giving
information about everyday activities

talking about what people are doing at the moment

talking about past events and states in the past, recent
activities and completed actions

understandintrand producing simple narratives

reporting what people say

talking about future or imaginary situations

talking about future plans or intentions

making predictions

identifying and describing accommodation (houses, flats,
rooms, furniture, etc.)

buying and selling things (costs, measurements and amounts)

talking about food and ordering meals

talking about the weather

talking about one’s health

following and giving simple instructions

understanding simple signs and notices

asking the way and giving directions

asking for and giving travel information

asking for and giving simple information about places

identifying and describing simple objects (shape, size,
weight, colour, purpose or use, etc.)

making comparisons and expressing degrees of difference

talking about how to operate things

describing simple processes

expressing purpose, cause and result, and giving reasons

drawing simple conclusions and making recommendations

making and granting/refusing simple requests

making and responding to offers and suggestions

expressing and responding to thanks

giving and responding to invitations

giving advice

giving warnings and prohibitions

persuading and asking/telling people to do something

expressing obligation and lack of obligation

asking and giving/refusing permission to do something

making and responding to apologies and excuses

expressing agreement and disagreement, and contradicting
people

paying compliments

criticising and complaining

sympathising

expressing preferences, likes and dislikes (especially about
hobbies and leisure activities)

talking about physical and emotional feelings

expressing opinions and making choices

expressing needs and wants

2




expressing (in)ability in the present and in the past
talking about (im)probability and (im)possibility
expressing degrees of certainty and doubt

Inventory of Grammatical Areas

Verbs

regular and irregular forms

Modals

can (ability; requests; permission)
could (ability; possibility; polite requests)
would (polite requests)

will (offer)

shall (suggestion; offer)

should (advice) -

may (possibility)

might (possibility)

have (got) to (obligation)

ought to (obligation)

must (obligation)

mustn’t (prohibition)

need (necessity)

needn’t (lack of necessity)

used to + infinitive (past habits)

Tenses

Present simple: states, habits, systems and processes (and
verbs not used in the continuous form)

Present continuous: future plans and activities, present
actions

Present perfect simple: recent past with just, indefinite past
with yet, already, never, ever; unfinished past with for and
since

Past simple: past events

Past continuous: parallel past actions, continuous actions
interrupted by the past simple tense

Past perfect simple: narrative, reported speech

Future with going to

Future with present continuous and present simple

Future with will and shall: offers, promises, predictions, etc.

Verb Forms

Affirmative, interrogative, negative

Imperatives

Infinitives (with and without to) after verbs and adjectives

Gerunds (-ing form) after verbs and prepositions

Gerunds as subjects and objects

Passive forms: present and past simple

Verb + object + infinitive give/take/send/bring/show +
direct/indirect object

Causative have/get

So/nor with auxiliaries

Compound Verb Patterns

Phrasal verbs/verbs with prepositions

Conditional Sentences

Type 0: An iron bar expands if/when you heat it.

Type 1: If you do that again, I'll leave.

Type 2: | would tell you the answer if | knew it.
If I were you, | wouldn't do that again.

Simple Reported Speech

Statements, questions and commands: say, ask, tell
He said that he felt ill. '
| asked her if | could leave.
No one told me what to do.
Indirect and embedded questions: know, wonder
Do you know what he said?
1 wondered what he would do next.
=

Interrogatives

What, What (+ noun)

Where; When

Who; Whose; Which

How; How much; How many; How often; How long; etc.

Why

(including the interrogative forms of all tenses and modals
listed)

Nouns

Singular and plural (regular and irregular forms)
Countable and uncountable nouns with some and any
Abstract nouns

Compound nouns

Complex noun phrases

Genitive: ‘s & s’

Double genitive: a friend of theirs

Pronouns

Personal (subject, object, possessive)
Reflexive and emphatic: myself, etc.
Impersonal: it, there

Demonstrative: this, that, these, those
Quantitative: one, something, everybody, etc.
Indefinite: some, any, something, one, etc.
Relative: who, which, that, whom, whose

Determiners

a + countable nouns
the + countable/uncountable nouns

Adjectives

Colour, size, shape, quality, nationality

Predicative and attributive

Cardinal and ordinal numbers

Possessive: my, your, his, her, etc.

Demonstrative: this, that, these, those

Quantitative: some, any, many, much, a few, a lot of, all,
other, every, etc.




Comparative and superlative forms (regular and irregular):
(not) as . . . as, not . . . enough to, too . . . to

Order of adjectives

Participles as adjectives

Compound adjectives

Adverbs

Regular and irregular forms

Manner: quickly, carefully, etc.

Frequency: often, never, twice a day, etc.
Definite time: now, last week, etc.

Indefinite time: already, just, yet, etc.

Degree: very, too, rather, etc.

Place: here, there, etc.

Direction: left, right, along, etc.

Sequence: first, next, etc.

Sentence adverbs: too, either, etc.

Pre-verbal, post-verbal and end-position adverbs
Comparative and superlative forms (regular and irregular)

Prepositions

Location: to, on, inside, next to, at (home), etc.

Time: at, on, in, during, etc.

Direction: to, into out of, from, etc.

Instrument: by, with

Miscellaneous: like, as, due to, owing to, etc.

Prepositional phrases: at the beginning of, by means of, etc.

Prepositions preceding nouns and adjectives: by car, for sale,
at last, etc.

Prepositions following (i) nouns and adjectives: advice on,
afraid of, etc. (ii) verbs: laugh at, ask for, etc.

Connectives

and, but, or, either . . . or

when, while, until, before, after, as soon as
where

because, since, as, for

so that, (in order) to

50, 50 . . . that, such . . . that

if, unless

although, while

Note that students will meet forms other than those listed
above in PET, on which they will not be directly tested.

Topics
Clothes Personal identification
Daily life Places and buildings
Education Relations with other people
Entertainment and media Transport
Environment Services
Food and drink Shopping
Free time Social interaction
Health, medicine and Sport

exercise The natural world
Hobbies and leisure Travel and holidays
House and home Weather
Language Work and Jobs
People

Personal feglings, opinions
and experiences

Lexis

The PET examination includes items which normally oceur in
the everyday vocabulary of native-speakers using English
today.

Candidates should know the lexis appropriate to their
personal requirements, for example, nationalities, hobbies,
likes and dislikes.

Note that the consistent use of Ametrican pronunciation,
spelling and lexis is acceptable in PET.

:



newspapers and magazines; simplified encyclopedias;
brochures and leaflets; websites.

A DETAILED GUIDE TO PET

Paper 1: Reading and Writing

Answering

Candidates indicate answers by shading lozenges (Reading),
Paper Format or writing answers (Writing) on an answer sheet.
The Reading component contains 5 parts. The Writing

component contains 3 parts. Timing

1 hour 30 minutes.

Number of questions
Reading has 35 questions; Writing has 7 questions. Marks

Reading: Each of the 35 questions carry one mark. This is
Task Types weighted so that this comprises 25% of total marks for the

Matching, multiple choice, true/false, transformational
sentences, guided writing and extended writing.

whole examination.

Writing: Questions 1-5 carry one mark each. Question 6 is
marked out of 5; and question 7/8 is marked out of 15. This
gives a total of 25 which represents 25% of total marks for
the whole examination.

Sources

Authentic and adapted-authentic real world notices;

Reading : 3 ; P

Number of
questions

Part | Task Type and Format Task Focus

Reading real-world notices and other short texts for |5
the main message.

1 Three-option multiple choice.

Five very short discrete texts: signs and messages,
postcards, notes, e-mails, labels etc., plus one example.

2 Matching.

Five items in the form of descriptions of people to
match to eight short adapted-authentic texts.

3 True/False.
Ten items with an adapted-authentic long text.

Reading multiple texts for specific information and |5
detailed comprehension.

Processing a factual text. Scanning for specific 10
information while disregarding redundant material.

Reading for detailed comprehension; understanding | 5
attitude, opinion and writer purpose. Reading for
gist, inference and global meaning.

4 Four-option multiple choice.

Five items with an adapted-authentic long text.

Understanding of vocabulary and grammar in a 10
short text, and understanding the lexico-structural
patterns in the text.

5 Four-option muitiple-choice cloze.

Ten items, plus an integrated example, with an
adapted-authentic text drawn from a variety of sources.
The text is of a factual or narrative nature.

Preparing for the Reading Component groups. Each exam task is pretested on large numbers of

" students before going live, to monitor its suitability and level.
Introduction

Paper 1 lasts one and a half hours and contains two
components, Reading and Writing. The Reading component
consists of 35 questions, with five separate reading tasks in
all, Parts 1-5. Together, these parts are designed to test a
broad range of reading skills. Texts are drawn wherever
possible from the real world and are adapted as necessary to
the level of the PET examination. To this end, item writers
work with a grammatical syllabus and a vocabulary list,
which is updated annually to reflect common usage.

The topics of the texts fall within the list of topics given on
page 8. Every effort is made to ensure that all texts used in
PET are accessible worldwide and of interest to different age

To prepare for the Reading component, students should be
exposed to a variety of authentic texts, drawn from
newspapers and magazines, non-fiction baoks, and other
sources of factual material, such as leaflets, brochures and
websites. It is also recommended that students practise
reading (and writing) short communicative messages,
including notes, cards and e-mails.

As the Reading component places some emphasis on
skimming and scanning skills, it is important for students to
be given practice in these skills, working with texts of
different lengths to obtain specific information. It should be
stressed to students that they do not need to process every

- ' i Page 9



word of the text: they may read an article on history purely to
find particular dates or a brochure to check on different
locations.

It is essential that candidates familiarise themselves with the
instructions on the front page of the question paper and read
the individual instructions for each part very carefully. Where
an example is given, it is advisable to study it before
embarking on the task. Candidates should also know how to
mark their answers on the separate answer sheet, so that in
the examination they can do this quickly and accurately. No
extra time is allowed for the transfer of answers on Paper 1
and candidates may prefer to transfer their answers at the end
of each part.

When doing final preparation for the examination, it is
helpful to discuss timing with students and to get them to
consider how to divide up the time between the various parts
of the paper. Broadly speaking, it is envisaged that candidates
will spend approximately 50 minutes on the Reading
component and 40 minutes on the Writing component.

i
Part 1

Part 1 tests the candidate’s understanding of various kinds of
short texts: authentic notices and signs, packaging
information (for example, instructions on a food package or a
label on a medicine bottle), and communicative messages
(notes, e-mails, cards and postcards)., Accompanying the text
is one multiple-choice question with three options, A, B

and C.

When candidates attempt a question in this part, they should
first read the text carefully and think about the situation in
which it would appear. A text is often accompanied by visual
information as to its context, for example showing its
location, and this may also help candidates to guess the
purpose of the text. After thinking about the general meaning
in this way, candidates should read all three options and
compare each one with the text before choosing their
answer. As a final check, candidates should re-read both text
and their choice of answer, to decide whether the chosen
option is really ‘what the text says’.

Part 2

Part 2 tests the candidate’s detailed comprehension of factual
material. Candidates are presented with five short
descriptions of people and have to match this content to five
of eight short texts on a particular topic. The topic is usually
to do with goods and services of some kind, for example
purchasing books, visiting museums, staying in hotels or
choosing holidays. Candidates should begin Part 2 by
reading through the five descriptions of the people. They
should then read through all eight texts carefully, underlining
any matches within them. In order to choose the correct text,
candidates will need to check that all the requirements given
in the description are met by it. Candidates should be
warned against ‘wordspotting’ — that is, they should avoid
making quick matches at word level and instead read each

text carefully, thinking about alternative ways of saying the
same thing, i.e. paraphrasing.

Part 3

Part 3 tests the ability to work with a longer, factual text,
looking for precise information. The information to be found
is usually practical in nature, resembling the type of task with
which people are often confronted in real life. Frequently,
these texts take the form of brachure extracts, advertisements
in magazines and website information.

There are ten questions, which are single-sentence statements
about the text. The task is made more authentic by putting
these questions before the text, in order to encourage
candidates to _Lead them first and then scan the text to find
each answer. The information given in the text follows the
same order as the content of the questions.

In this part, candidates may well meet some unfamiliar
vocabulary. However, they will not be required to understand
such vocabulary in order to answer a question correctly.
When they meet an unfamiliar word or phrase, therefore,
they should not be put off, and should concentrate on
obtaining the specific information required from the text.

Part 4

Part 4 presents candidates with a text which goes beyond the
provision of factual information, and expresses an opinion or
attitude. There are five multiple-choice questions with four
options, A, B, C and D. In answering these questions,

candidates will demonstrate whether they have understood ~ +¢
the writer's purpose, the writer’s attitude or opinion, or an
opinion quoted by the writer, and both the detailed and

global meaning of the text.

This part requires candidates to read the text very carefully
indeed. After a first fairly quick reading, to find out the topic
and general meaning of the text, candidates should think
about the writer’s purpose and the meaning of the text as a
whole. Having established this, candidates should read the
text once again, this time much more carefully. After this
second reading of the text, candidates should deal with the
questions one by one, checking their choice of answer each
time with the text. It may be more practical for candidates to
consider the first and last questions together, in that the first
focuses on writer purpose and the last on global meaning.
The other three questions follow the order of information
given in the text and one of the three will focus on attitude or
opinion.

Part 5

In Part 5, candidates read a short text containing ten
numbered spaces and an example. There is a four-option
multiple-choice question for each numbered space, given
after the text. The spaces are designed to test mainly
vocabulary, but also grammatical points such as pronouns,
modal verbs, connectives and prepositions. '




Before attempting to answer the ten questions, candidates
should read through the whole text to establish its topic and
general meaning. After this, they should go back to the
beginning of the text and consider the example. Then they
should work through the ten questions, trying to select the
correct word to fit in each space. It may often be necessary

to read a complete sentence before settling on their choice of
answer. Once candidates have decided on an answer, they
should check that the remaining three options do not fit in
the space. Having completed all ten questions, candidates
should read the whole text again with their answers, to check
that it makes sense.

Writing

Part | Task Type and Format

Number of

Task Focus questions

1 Sentence transformations.

Control and understanding of 5

Threshold/PET grammatical
structures. Rephrasing and
reformulating information.

Five items, plus an integrated example, that are theme-related. Candidates
are given sentences and then asked to complete similar sentences using a
different structural pattern so that the sentence still has the same meaning.

2 Short communicative message.

Candidates are prompted to write a short message in the form of a
postcard, note, e-mail etc. The prompt takes the form of a rubric to

*A short piece of writing of 3545 | 1
words focusing on
communication of specific

letter or a story.

punctuation are also assessed.

respond to. INE3SBEES.
3 A longer piece of continuous writing. Writing about 100 words 1
Candidates are presented with a choice of two questions, an informal ;’oc;smg on control and range of
anguage.

Candidates are primarily assessed on their ability to use and control a
range of Threshold-level language. Coherent organisation, spelling and

Preparing for the Writing Component

Part 1

Part 1 focuses on grammatical precision and requires
candidates to complete five sentences, all sharing a common
theme or topic. There is an example, showing exactly what
the task involves. For each question, candidates are given a
complete sentence, together with a ‘gapped’ sentence below
it. Candidates should write between one and three words to
fill this gap. The second sentence, when complete, must
mean the same as the first sentence. Both sentences are
written within the range of grammar and structures listed on
pages 7-8. There may be more than one correct answer in
some cases.

As stated above, it is essential for candidates to spell
correctly and no marks will be given if a word is misspelled.
Candidates will also lose the mark if they produce an answer
of more than three words, even if their writing includes the
correct answer.

Part 2

Part 2 is a new task, introduced in March 2004 to replace the
previous form-filling task. Candidates are asked to produce a
short communicative message of between 35 and 45 words
in length. They are told who they are writing to and why, and
must include three content points, which are laid out with
bullets in the question. To gain top marks, all three points
must be present in the candidate’s answer, so it is important
that candidates read the question carefully and plan what
they will include. Candidates are also assessed on the clarity

of the message they produce; minor, non-impeding errors are
not penalised.

Candidates will need practice in writing to the word length
required. They will lose marks if their answers fall outside the
limits: a short answer is likely to be missing at least one
content point, an overlong one will lack clarity, by
containing superfluous information. Practice should be given
in class, with students comparing answers with each other
and redrafting what they have written as a result. The
General Mark Scheme below is used in conjunction with a
Task Specific Mark Scheme (see pages 28 and 29).

General Mark Scheme for Writing Part 2

Mark | Criteria

5 All content elements covered appropriately.
Message clearly communicated to reader.

4 All content elements adequately dealt with.
Message communicated successfully, on the whole.

3 All content elements attempted.
Message requires some effort by the reader.
or

One content element omitted but others clearly
communicated.

2 Two content elements omitted, or unsuccessfully dealt with.
Message only partly communicated to reader.

or

Script may be slightly short (20-25 words)

1 Little relevant content and/or message requires excessive
effort by the reader, or short (10-19 words).

0 Totally irrelevant or totally incomprehensible or too short
(under 10 words).

| Poze i1 |



Part 3

Part 3 now offers candidates a choice of task: either a story
or an informal letter may be written. Both tasks require an
answer of about 100 words. For answers that are below
length (fewer than 80 words), the examiner adjusts the
maximum mark and the mark given proportionately. Longer
answers are not automatically penalised, but may contain
some irrelevant material. Candidates should be advised to
keep to the task set, rather than include ‘pre-learned’ text,
which may well not fit as part of their answer.

For the story, candidates are given either a short title or the
first sentence. The answer must be recognisably linked in
content to the question and candidates should pay particular
attention to any names or pronouns given in the title or
sentence. If, for example, the sentence is written in the third
person, the candidate will need to construct his or her story
accordingly.

To gain practice and confidence in story-writing, candidates
should be encouraged to write short pieces for homework on
a regular basis. They will also benefit from reading simplified
readers in English, which will give them ideas for how to
develop and end a story.

For the informal letter, candidates are given an extract of a
letter from a friend of theirs, which provides the topic they
must write about: for example, a couple of questions may be
included, to focus their ideas. Candidates must keep to the
topic or they will lose marks.

To practise their letter-writing, candidates should be
encouraged to write to penfriends or ‘e-pals’ on a regular
basis. In addition, they should have opportunities in class to
think about the language and organisation of such a letter,
with examples of appropriate opening and closing formulae
provided, as well as useful phrases of greeting and leave-
taking.

As already stressed, it is important for candidates to show
ambition. They could gain top marks by including a range of
tenses, appropriate expressions and different vocabulary,
even if their answer is not flawless. Non-impeding errors,
whether in spelling, grammar or punctuation, will not

necessarily affect a candidate’s mark, whereas errors which
interfere with communication or cause a breakdown in
communication are treated more seriously.

In order to help teachers to assess the standards required, there
are several sample answers to the Writing Part 3 questions on
pages 30-33, with marks and examiner comments. Marks for
Part 3 are given according to the Mark Scheme below. The
band score is translated to a mark out of 15.

Band | Criteria

5 Very good attempt:

= Confident and ambitious use of language

« Wide range of structures and vocabulary within the task
set

+ Well organised and coherent, through use of simple
linkifig devices

« Errors are minor, due to ambition and non-impeding

Requires no effort by the reader.

4 Good attempt:

« Fairly ambitious use of language

* More than adequate range of structures and vocabulaty
within the task set

= Evidence of organisation and some linking of sentences

+ Some etrors, generally non-Impeding

Requires only a little effort by the reader.

3 Adequate attempt:

« Language is unambitious, or if ambitious, flawed

+ Adequate range of structures and vocabulary

* Some attempt at organisation; linking of sentences not
always maintained

+ A number of errors may be present, but are mostly non-
impeding

Requires some effort by the reader.

2 Inadequate attempt:

+ Language is simplistic/limited/repetitive

= Inadequate range of structures and vocabulary

= Some incoherence; erratic punctuation

* Numerous errors, which sometimes impede
communication

Requires considerable effort by the reader.

1 Poor attempt:

« Severely restricted command of language

« No evidence of range of structures and vocabulary
* Seriously incoherent; absence of punctuation

+ Very poor control; difficult to understand

Requires excessive effort by the reader.

0 Achieves nothing: language impossible to understand, or

totally irrelevant to task.




READING AND WRITING SAMPLE PAPER |

Candidate
Centre Number Number

Candidate Name

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE ESOL EXAMINATIONS
English for Speakers of Other Languages
PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST
PAPER 1 Reading and Writing s
SAMPLE PAPER 1 1 hour 30 minutes
Additional materials:
Answer sheets

Soft clean eraser
Soft pencll (type B or HB is recommended)

TIME 1 hour 30 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page.
Write these details on your answer sheets if they are not already printed.

Answer all questions.

Write your answers clearly on the separate answer sheets. Use a pencil.

You may use the question paper for any rough work, but you must write your answers in pencil on the
answer sheets. You will have no extra time for this, so you must finish in one and a half hours.

At the end of the examination, you should hand in both the question paper and the answer sheets.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

READING
Questions 1-35 carry one mark.

WRITING

Questions 1-5 carry one mark.

Part 2 (Question 6) carries five marks.

Part 3 (Question 7 or 8) carries fifteen marks.

This question paper consists of 14 printed pages and 2 blank pages.

© UCLES 2004 100/2031/7 [Turn over
Entry Level Certificate in English (ESOL) - Entry 3




18A0 winy]

YIUOW BUO UM Aeme umoiy)
oQ 1sNW eupipaw jo saoq pausdoun D

“uow
8uo Joj suIpaw yBnoua suleled aoq S g

) Buluado saye
Wuow 8uo 0} dn BUIDIPAW SIY} BSN UBD NOA ¥

‘Aepsiny ] uo aq Jabuojou m 9

‘leuou uey) Jajej Aepe aq m g

seam siy) Buiuaas ay) ui aq jou IM Y

ssejo ysjuedg sess|y

JBdS pamouoq 8y} Joj 4o0| D

pess e Jay pus| g

PamoLIOg 8y Jeos ay) wnas v

£OP 0} 0|qed JueM BwjE SI0P JBUM

37111089 SIH1 ONINIdO

30 HINOW 3NO NIHLIM
ANIDIGIW ONINIVINIY
ANY AVMY MOYHL

|

‘fonsn uoyy
3|02 SP4nUN GT BUILIDLS
“Aopsanyy. Jo poaysuy yaam
Siy4 bupana Aoprio uo s
S50/ Ysods unok - DssIW

"SI00P JJi| BY) BSO[O O} UOKING BY) SSald

“BuIsofo aJe S100p 8Y) Bjiym LOUNG By} Ssald

*850]0 SJO0P 8Y) JAJE UOUNG BY) SSaid

-Aepoj o}
pled aq Jsnw 00SIP 8y} JOJ SISO} PAAIBSEY

‘moLiowo] £q 0s op
NOA J) 18%01] COSIP B BAJBS8l O} B|qIssod SI 1|

*MOLIOWO}
JoYe Palos||o0 8q LD COSIP BU) 10j SIBNOLL

443 SiaN4 Aup },uaI0 sy
0351 SACpINies

obessen B

“yoeq
) aAIB 1snw | pue }i pamoLoq

| - uiw Jou s )1 s wajqoid ay)
£8snoy nok ul eas e aea| | pia

‘aAea| noA uaym abebbin| 1nok Jaquieway

abeb6n|
InoK JaYye %00| 8s|@ BUOBWOS 18] Jou 0Q

‘sawy |je je 86eB6n| 1noA yym Aejs 1snw nop

UDI.
LD\SME
5> 8 <E v

aaanaLvnn |

FOovooni
EUVERR-ELE L

:a|dwex3y

"Joays Jemsue JnoA uo 9 JO 'g 'V JONS| 1981100 BY} ey

Buipeay

¢Aes y seop jeum
‘uonsenb yoee ul 1xa} ay) je %007

G-| suopsenpd




"jooq & ut saduaLadxa

sty aquasap o1 a8pnl € jo 201ape
2y uaxe) sey 3y ‘uosud jo jno
MON "2213 135 3q 01 By KipSudy
sty jo £101s uraow Ay uanLMm sy
‘0P Jou PIp 3y 3w 10§ [ref ut apyy
sy jjey juads oym ‘Juny maynepy
jIse] € 24y

uoszad

Areurpio ayy 10§ 21| 2q 01 pasn

Y11 18yMm 10j Sui23) (B2l B 2w 2AET
Aaup “oruy jou ase Kay) ySnoyry

‘uosiad yua1ayy1p © Jo L10181Y

311 3y S[I1 AI0Is Yory “SZRI

Ul UOpUOT] Ut woq 21am oym ajdoad

JUBIJIP JO SIAL| Y1 IQUIDSIP

UONDI[[00 SIYI Ul SILIOIS AJUam1 Ay |

** nok [193 aw 3oy

*A10151Y J124) InOqe

s[tesdp Sunsazaqut Kuew apraoad

01 S9FRUBW JOYINE Y[ "SIAI| MU
JO yo1eas u1 159 08 01 saruedwod
Kemjrer ay) Aq papensiod azom Aoy
UdYA 2| SPUBSNOL YOIYM SIFe[[ia
Kdwa oy saqudsap 10yne dy
*S2IBIS PN Y JO SUOIFAI umouy
-ISB3| Y} JO JUO 1B JOO| SNOLIAS
1SIA\ U0

“rendod

SSI] JWEDIQ UAY) INQ ISIY I 1SAIUL
PIORINE HIOM S, WRYWING MOY

18 $Y00] AAIRH 19)0d UBLIOISIY LY
*0s SABM[E 10U SEM 11 JWINSJI| STY
Suunp ey peas o) pasalAul sem
11nq ‘sAep asay siaquted paroj-1saq
s, urelug Jo auo st weywng ydasop
sde(q 18210 s, weyuIng

H

E]

a

‘2In01  splousiay

PIMO[[0] SEY OYM ‘UIPJOH Ui |
sijewmel wouy wiy o) pauaddey
1BUM DUE 1UdA 3y 2134Mm INOQE JE3Y
M UL ADUIS 2w 81 Y} J04
YIBIP SIY Ul papu2 AJ21eUniiojun
oFe s1eak 0m 0Fuo)) ueduyy

3y 01 duy [eury spjoukay ugor
Aduwinog 3sey gy

‘uonuane 2j[dwod

$,19pE31 3} SPURLIAP 1l 18 Sutaow
-15) s 1 K103 ST *2ouad1||9UL
YIM UINLIAY AIE S[BUIULD

821 341 OYM SMOLY dYs SABS IaAme|
FunoA e pue uosud woy adedsa
Kayring ySnes Apjomnb are oym
SIA3IY) JO HIoM Y 2q 0) sreadde
JE]S UOISIAJ[A] B JO JapInw dy |
ERTS NS

iySnoay Aemyiey sem [eurwiid ayg
oym passond | se Sunutoddesip nq
€ }1 punoj | — SaL01s Jutuuepy Jayjo
2y se Aem [nyssaoons ing ajduis
Jwes 3y Ul UdNLIM ST “Sutuuepy
10192dsuj ‘uewddijod umouy

-[[om a1 Inoqe K101 JayIouy
ydeadojoyq dupssypy oy,

‘fendsoy e ut Jaypoue

PUE IXE] B JO YOBQ ) Ul JAYIOUE
‘pyed B Ul 2[qe) © 1 20e(d saxye A1o1s
Juo ‘apdwexa 10y — saoe|d wwazayp
uaaydio ur uaddey pue saAl

AJIEp SI2UOPUOT] JO [[21 SALIOIS

QYL °$S300NS 18T PIM SILIOIS
HOYs SunLm 0] pauIN) MOU sey
S[9AOU Snowey Auew Jo JoyIne siy |
ANV uopuo]

SO0 MIN PIPUIWWOINY

‘Prom
sAepol ul weay) o) uaddey jey) sBuy sy) pue sdoad Asreupio
1noge ssuols Bupeas sexy o4 Apoinb ysiuy ued ey yolym
SBUOIS LOYS SPeas 8y 0S Wl 83y UONW SABY |,USB0p wnye ]

10| e paydnuajul sjeb ay se Ajisea peal ues ay
yalym sauojs aaoa)ep sfolue ey ‘saueld uo peoige Buijeaen
swn Jo 10 e spuads oym uewssies J19NCWod e s| [elueq

“SBAI| JINOIYIP JO [ensnun pey
aney oym eidoad u| peisaseiul Auenoied spyS  'saAlesWaY)
inoge uanum saey ajdoed yolym sauols any) Buipeas sayi| BIAIS

‘saA|| Jiay) pebueyo sjuare
Moy pue ppom ay) Jo sped Jeylo ul ajdoad jo Asojsiy ay) Jnoge
Buipeess shofue ayg ‘uopuo ul Jayoes) Alojsiy B S| BIIUOW

‘Buipea. s,2y ajiym si Aj|ea [euILLD BY) Oym ssenb
0} Buikn shofue aH “pua ay) 0} Wbu Iseselul sIy ploy Aey) 1eu)
0s ushum AjInjased ase YdIUM sauols awwo Buipeas skofus Iy

"J98ys Jamsue JnoA uo (H-Y) Jena| 1081100 8y} yew ‘g4-9 suonsanb 104
"a)doad Buimol|o} 8y} J0} B|GEYINS JSOW Ul 8Q PINOM %00q YOIuM 8pioagd
‘smalnel %00q Jybie ase asey) abed aysoddo ay) up
*Anq 0} 00q e Joj Bunjoo] ||e ase mojeq ajdoad ay |

ZHed

04-9 suonsend




180 winy]

‘@SWol ], Wwoy
ucpuo] 0} A pue uafiagsidg ut diys ayy aasa] L1 Aeq

‘sreuniue Jjo £13Lrea 28Ie| € 0} SWOY ST 11 301
JO sI2aul pue sutelunou jo aced v usdiagsidg 9111 sAeq

‘s1amoy)
onary Joj no Supjoo] ‘pugst 2y atopdxa [ 24 Surewal sup
Jo 3 Lepol ing ‘Ansnpur Sulysy 2aNOe UB pEY 0U0 pue[s] Teag
“ydursao Leis pue Suruaas A[Tea Yy Ul AISY IALLIER I\ “PUB[S] Jeag 01-6 sAeq

‘Buryoyem-prq
10J 1UB[[30X3 ST YOIYm ‘pue(s] piig 01 1Se0d 1sam 3yl Juore Leme [res
am Sutuasa ) U] 'SISNOY UIPOOM PIO [YNNEIQ ) PUB [BIPAYIED
Yl ‘wmasnpy ONdIy Yl 9IS 0} OSWOIL] JISIA  OSulol] SpIlemo)

[Tes am se sa[eym ayl 23s 0) asuuns e dh 138 o) psau nox ‘eswor] 8 Aeq
‘}sazaqul

Jo saoerd je Suiddoys ‘AemioN jo 3se0d ayy uore yuiou A[mo[s [res am 1-T sheq

UD)S widyYpoN Y3 preog 1 Aeg

*$2IMI29] [[B PUE SUOISINOXS PUE S[Bawr
e 4Dig wiaypop ay) preoq uo s1YSiu 9] pue [9AeM Ire SSe AWOU0Id IPN[OUl SOLJ

‘[ood 1ooput a1 ut SuruwIIAS
2wos op 10 ‘s)oap 9yl punose Suruwrowr A1aas Suidol of jou Aym ‘as10IIXd WOS
Ppaau nok j| "uonexe[al 1o0j 3deds jo Quard pue owrp ‘doys ‘Areiqiy e st 219y 12gnq
wool SuruTp JY) Wolj S[qe[rear AJILIeA IPIM Y} WOIJ J8a 0] Juem nok jeym Isnf asooyd
's)a1p [ewads uo ajdoad 10§ pooj Aue aredaid 0y Addey are sjpyd MmO r0je1dBLyaL
pue wooryieq eaud e IpN[OUT Yorym ‘SaNI[IOe] JUS[[30X3 IWES Y} IARY [[8 SUIqEd INO
-rendod K12 uaaq aaey safedoa ysed amo pue diys [eads AI9A B SIJDIS ULBYUON YL

‘readde sreuniue yomym Uo pue Iayieam 3yl uo Surpuadap ‘aMII| B uonoaIIp Ino agueyd
03 aaey Aew am By} UMOYS Sey 2ouauadxa ‘a|qelawn e aaeY am ySnoyly s[ewiue
2121y J9Y10 pue ‘sieaq Jejod ‘199pulal 39§ 01 DUBYD AY) AY [[IM NOX sy 38ny pue
901 JO SIPAL (IIM ‘AI2U30S [NJISPUOM PUE SPIIGE3s JO Spuesnoy) 3as [|,no Kem ayy Suory
‘pue[s] Jeag 0] KemION Jo 1SE0D 2y} Suole yliou oF am ‘puenoss woy Jo unjes Ay

*din ay3 uo 23s nok eyl
SpIIq PUE S[EWIUE U3 INOGE [E} [[IM OUM PUE dnoIy
ay} Inoqe suonsanb inok jo Aue lamsue o) Suim
are oym preoq uo sisieads Ay Op M ‘I2AIMOH
‘yojem 0} SISUTEMIdIUa JO ‘Ijua 0] sazzmmb ‘puane
0} smoys-wy 10 sanJed ou are a1ay], °[[e It woy Aeme
198 pue xe[a1 03 3|qe are nok afefoa ayy Buung -opory
ayy 03 adekoa Aep-.1 ® 10§ ‘AP 81 0} g woy JviS
wiaypuoy 3y} diys INo UL “[YANEaq JSOW pue JSIP[IM
$)1 8 2InJeU 33s Ued nok araym uonnjod £q payonojun
PHom a3 ur saoejd mI3) Y} Jo U0 SI ORIy AYL

21304y Y3 buroydxy

-anuao Buiysy Asnq e aq o) pasn pue(s| Jeeg

‘@swoi] ul ybiusano skeys diys ay)

‘@swou ul sbuipjing j[euonipes o sajdwexa awWos aJe aiey)

‘@swol Jeau Buluiow ay) ul usss aq Ued SBJBYM

‘woos Buluip 8y} Ul sajesway) aAes siebuessed

*UONEPOWIWIDDE JO SadA) Juasayip aJe aiay )

‘8)noJ paxy e smo|joj diys ay |

‘puepoos ui suibaq abeAoa ay )

‘pseoq uo pasiuebio aie seiAloe Juasaylp Auepy

1eInb pue aoead a1 oum ajdoad 10j st duy sy

0z

(13

81

Ll

9l

St

vi

€l

z

‘Joays JaMSUE JNOK UO g Iew ‘181100 Jou Si )

*J98YS JOMSUE INOA UO W HBW J08.1100 S|
'J08.LI00U| JO J08.1I00 S| 80UBjUSS Yoea Ji apioap o} abed aysoddo ay) uo 1x8) ay) peay

‘diys e pJeoq uo o121y 8y} 0} Asuinol e INOGe MO|aq SBUBUSS BY) Je %007

02-11 suonsend

€ Hed




JeAg winy]

‘Bujyihue
uey) asow 3isnw o3 Bujuaysy
sAofua pue pooy siy $34009 ay
Aem sy Jnoqe aied jealb saye}
OUM UBIPBLIOD PUB %002 8y

R
Apea ue Buiaey pue ‘uaipliya
sy yum Buikeld ‘sayof Bupyew
S9Y|] OYM 3009 AL Buibuis ay)

a
‘ayll Ajjwey Addey e Bujaey ‘e '3}l |e1o0s
aAoqe ‘pue ||eqjoo) Bujyojem Asnq e Buiaey pue ‘|jeqjoo}
‘ybne| ajdoad Bupjew Buiysjem ‘Bupjoos skofus
SAAO] OYM 00D AL 8YL oym uejpawod AL Jejndod ayy
a

v

¢431um 8y} Jo uonduosap 1589 U} SI BUIMO]0 3} JO YIUM

*aiow Bunjooo asnoesd pjnoys ey
‘ueipawod e Bulsq siajesd sy

'Sowl} ulenao Je seapl iseq siy sieb ey
‘AL uo ssej Jeadde o) a)1| pjnom sH

«4moo

oy Bupyiom siy Jnoge Aes ay saop Jeum

“Jajes paq o} 0B pjnoys aH
“sejndod Buieq shofua aH
s AJoA sl o

“Jayiey siy o) Je|

*a|doad Hugaaw pue jno 6uiob seno| o

< moOQ0

sy Inoge Aes Jalm 8y seop Jeypm

14

ve

€2

“Ajwey siy ynm awn Buipuads sAofua s
“abejs uo Buiuwopad Jnoge snoassu S| O
‘sjeaw Ajiwey ay) ueid 03 saY|| 8H
‘ueioisnw poob Aiaa e si aH

<« moo0

£1X0) aU) WOy AB|SUIY INOGE LIBS]| JAPESI B PINOM UM

AL Ul pape)s ay moy uie|dxs o}
seap! Bunjooo siy Jnoqe e} o)
ybne| wiy sayew jeym Aes o)

<« @00

SOAI| BY MOY BqLISBp 0}

4181 ay) Bunum ul 8sodind ulew S J8JLM Y} S1IBYAM

j3udaals a[qnon ou aaey | ‘paq 01158 4]
T uayp\ uay sawtaesdoid fw urd 10 Mm uago 1 0s Qw01 2wod S[ensn Furjoos wo siydnoy
ysa1y uaya st Juiuaas e Iydupiw 210§aq paq o1 0F L[pres [ uaippyd oy yua Surdeyd swoy 1w
WEIu v vy B13Q FUIPOU S 2194 ], “PUOW E I IN0GE 183 03 0 0oFf op am ng qnd ay 01 Furod
a1 3uop [ “Ajear uossad Furaop-awoy v wi] nq ‘saydew 01 Sutod Solua pur uey [Equo03 © w ]

'$aas A I 4w 103 20n0€3d pood s 31— 23puy oys ul st Ioa01EYM Y Juswadxs
I Bujood w,j uayy pooy Aenb dnq Ao [ nq swoy e sSunp jo suos e owa | cur seadde
[ sswwesFosd Funjoos oy o Fuppom oy v siep 243 Inoqe puads | awn Aw Jo 1SOW syl
AL Y3nom ‘$300q yo0d FunuA PUE UOISIAR[A) U32AI3q Papiatp s1 sep Fupprom £y dea o £q
“Guided s s,oqm — nowe oy “sweid g st pep {w 2snedaq dsnw P dn maid ] asnoy
2y punose Fupuep pue Surdurs 1snl awn jo 107 v puads sy -AuLPPER pue Awwi| ‘WapYd om
o pur 21e[7) 94im fw g asnoy adie] v o) paacw sl daey pue 31| AW [[B UOPUOT UT PAAT A ]

a

*apiuws uoiiaaa Jurjew aa0] | pur
PaYT Fuidq oY1 [ FPsAW JO 2InS SW HPEW 3] ‘SIIUDIPNE JO JUOA) UE PUEIS 01 MOY PILILa] | 08 ‘sseal
105 ueIPIWOd dwn-1ed € sea [ 'uew {uuny oyl paivid pue IUMLAUI UE JO G B UG SEEA[E 24|

nowey L3[sury

(44

'J98ys JaMSUE INOA U0 @ JO D ‘g 'Y JANI9] 1091100 BY) suew ‘uonsanb yoea Jo4
‘mojeq suosanb pue 1xaj ay) peay

5Z-1Z suogsanp

v ued




J8AQ winj]

VSIA

ueae

|esanss

ued

ybnoua

suonoe

pinoys

ed

Jsyy

ubnoyye

Auew

uopisod

ss9|

sjduuew

snw

ul

junowe

113

abedon

mun

se

yonw

aoeld

l1om

siqey

wybno

o}

Jaquinu

Asuwinof

0uUIg

asnesaq

Ausid

uiod

moy

shem

pInod

uo

azis

S¢

€€

e

0¢

8T

x4

9

‘SALLIR

NOA U3YM PIS3J B.0W 934 0] NOA djay [Im syl * (§€) 3wp 240439 Aep a3

{ensn ueyy Jaiea paq 03 0b 03 A ‘saueasip 6uo) AuaA e [pARS 0 3ARY NOA ***+*** (pE)
*pag 0} buioh
210J3q Al21RIpawiwl 334402 yuup 03 eapl poob e jou sy et (€€) ‘das)s 03 ajdoad

sdjay SSLWNBLIOS YULIP WIBM ¥ “IOOI ) Ul JIe Ysay JO **==*** (ZE€) 3q PINOYS 31y}

‘osly Juepodun A1aa si daajs 03 * e (TE€) 3|qenojwod e Buiaey ybiu poob e o4

*sinoy Inoj Ajuo yyim sbeuew SIaY0 Iiym “1abuoy das|s awos
ang ‘e (O€) S13YBIU e snoy JybIS 03 USAIS ‘way) JO Jsoul Jog e (6Z)

Buidaajs JIayy Ul 10| & JaYIP SYNPY "SINOY 3ulU In0qe JaBeUI) e pue ‘sinoy

AAPM] 0} U] daais 0} * * (82) pIiyd BunoA y *abe JnoA * (£2) spuadap
paau noA daays Jo e (@) [enpe By ottt (0) -0y juepodw s1 dasjs daag
dasjs deag
ol_ Jamsuy
yes @ yoq 2 euoswos g suolierne v 0

:9jdwexy

*JoaUs JOMSUE JNOA U0 @ 10 9 'g 'V JONS| 1051100 dY) yew ‘uonsanb yoes Jo4
"90edS YOS 10j PIOM JIBLI00 BY)} SSO0YD PUB MOJaq X3} By} peay

§€-92 suonsand
S Hed

oL




19AQ winy]

'J83YS JOMSUE JNOA UO SPIOM GH~GE BIIM

‘uiebe 198w Y10q pinoo nok usym jsebbns e
158q payyl| nok leym fes @

Aued ay) Joy juey e

PINOYS NOA ‘pied INOA u| ‘Sawer 0} puss O} PJed & BJUA\

‘pakofue nok yoiym ‘Aepiaysak Aued e aneb sawer pajjied sinok Jo pusly ysibug uy

9 :o._owwsc
Zued

€1

YOJRUL SJUIUDY B 1+ 2ous ewp Buo| € s

“swi} Buo| 2 10J YOJBW SILUS) B 0] USaq 1 UBABY | [

*qn|o sjuue) e uiof

* 'nok asem | Ji

£Qnp siuuer e uof noALuop Aum b

oam Aiana sse|un siuue) JInok aaosdwi J,Uom NoA

“SIUUd} JNoA aA01dwl 3 UOM NOA ‘seem A1aaa Aeyd 3 uop nok j €

"UMO} Sy} U SN0 ysenbs * K1aa J,udie aiay)

"UMO) I} Ul SUNOO ysenbs maj e Ajuo aJe asey ) z

*s|uue) Aeyd 03 uLeMm US| 3

‘siuuay} Aejd o) pjoo 00} S} [

[Crizea] s

..... sjuuey Bujke|d ey |

‘ysenbs Buikeid
‘ysenbs Buike|d o) siuua; Buikeld Jayeid | 0
:9dwex3y
“}om ybnou Aue Joj abed siy} asn Aew nox
'J98YsS JOMSUE INOA U0 Spiom Buissi ayj Ajuo sl
'SPIOM 931y} UBY) BIOW OU 3S()
“JSiij By} S BWES By} SUBBL ]| 1BY) 0S 80UBJUBS PUODaS ay) 31a|dwod ‘uosanb yoea 104
‘siuue) Buifeld Jnoge seouajuas awos aie aiaH
G-} suopsend
| ved

Bunum

(43




"J88ys Jamsue INoA uo K10}s JNoA BJUM e

‘Bupi suoyd ayy usym snoniau 3af |

:90UBJUBS SIY} UM ulBaq 1snw A10js INoA e
*A101S B 8)UM 0} NOA payse sey Jayoes) ysiBugz JnoA e

g uonsand

'J98YS JOMSUE INOK U0 1933} JNOA BJUM  ©

‘suonsanb s puaiijuad JnoA Buuiemsue ‘Jena| e SJUM MON e

¢ANOgD 41 SADYM ¢4 BuIyLOM B
noA op AYym ‘2wwpdboud A | 2414n0ADS UnoA
1N0GD (D W |24 25D2|d ‘U2443] 4X3U JNOA UT

‘puauyuad ys|iBu3 Ue wolj aA80a) NoA Jape| B Jo ued siSIyL e

L uopsand

*J9ays Jamsue NoA Jo doy 8y) 1e Xoq 8y} Ul Jequinu uonsanb ay} Ind
*Jo8YS JOMSUE INOA UO SPJOM 00} INOQE Ul JAMSUE JNOA 8llM
-ped sjyj ul (g Jo 2) suoisanb 8y} JO BUO 0} JOMSUER UB BJLIM

€ Hed

143




READING AND WRITING SAMPLE PAPER 2

Candidate
Centre Number Number

I

Candidate Name

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE ESOL EXAMINATIONS
English for Speakers of Other Languages
PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST
PAPER 1 Reading and Writing
SAMPLE PAPER 2 1 hour 30 minutes
Additional materials:
Answer sheets

Soft clean eraser
Soft pencil (type B or HB is recommended)

TIME 1 hour 30 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page. Write
these details on your answer sheets if they are not already printed.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers clearly on the separate answer sheets. Use a pencil.

You may use the question paper for any rough work, but you must write your answers in pencil on the
answer sheets. You will have no extra time for this, so you must finish in one and a half hours.

At the end of the examination, you should hand in both the question paper and the answer sheets.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

READING
Questions 1-35 carry one mark.

WRITING

Questions 1-5 carry one mark.

Part 2 (Question 6) carries five marks.

Part 3 (Question 7 or 8) carries fifteen marks.

This question paper consists of 14 printed pages and 2 blank pages.

© UCLES 2004 100/2031/7 [Turn over
Entry Level Certificate in English (ESOL) - Entry 3
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Paper 2: Listening

Paper Format

This paper contains four parts.

Number of questions
25
Task Types

Multiple choice, gap-fill, true/false.

Text Types

All texts are based on authentic situations.

Answering

Candidates indicate answers either by shading lozenges (Parts

1, 2 and 4) or writing answers (Part 3) on an answer sheet.
Candidates record their answers on the question paper as
they listen. They are then given six minutes at the end of the
test to copy these on to the answer sheel.

Recording Information

Each text is heard twice. Recordings will contain a variety of
accents corresponding to standard variants of native speaker
accents.

Timing

About 30 minutes, plus 6 minutes to transfer answers.

Marking

Each item carries one mark. This gives a total of 25 marks,
which represents 25% of total marks for the whole
examination.

Part | Task Type and Format

Nuﬁibér of

Task Focus quiestions

1 Multiple choice (discrete).

Short neutral or informal monologues or dialogues.

Seven discrete three-option multiple-choice items with visuals, plus one example.

Listening o identify key 7
information from short
exchanges.

2 Multiple choice.

Six three-option multiple-choice items.

Longer monologue or interview (with one main speaker).

Listening to identify 6
specific information and
delailed meaning.

3 Gap-ill.

Longer monologue.

Six gaps to fill in. Candidates need to write one or more words in each space.

Listening to identify, 6
understand and interpret
information.

4 True/false.

Longer informal dialogue.

Candidates need to decide whether six statements are correct or incorrect.

Listening for detailed 6
meaning, and to identify
the attitudes and opinions
of the speakers.

Preparing for the Listening Paper

Introduction

The Listening paper consists of four parts and a total of ten
listening texts. The paper has a standard structure and format
so that candidates will know what to expect in each part. The
range of texts and task types reflects the variety of listening
situations which candidates at this level can be expected to
deal with.

The instructions for each task are heard on the tape, as well
as being written on the page. In the case of Part 1, there is
also an example text and task to show candidates how their
answers should be recorded. In parts 2, 3 and 4, the
instructions are followed by a pause, during which the
candidates should read the questions in that part. Candidates
should use this time to think about the context and the
questions, as this will help them to understand the listening
text when they hear it. This reflects what happens in real-life

listening situations when we bring knowledge of context,
speaker, etc. to what we hear.

Classroom activities which help candidates to identify and
understand the type of text they are listening 1o, and the
purpose of the task they are asked to do, will help them to
adopt the most appropriate listening strategies. This, in turn,
will help them approach the tasks with confidence.

The best preparation for the listening paper is exposure to,
and engagement with, authentic spoken English at an
appropriate level of difficulty. Classroom discussion activities
provide a good authentic source of listening practice, as does
listening to the teacher, but this should be supplemented with
listening texts on tape, drawn from a range of contexts, that
give practice in understanding different voices and styles of
delivery.

Candidates should be familiar with the format of the paper
and the task types. It is, therefore, valuable to work through a




sample paper before the examination takes place. This also
gives students some practice in completing the answer
sheets.

Part 1

The first part of the test comprises seven short listening texts,
each accompanied by a question and three visual images.
Candidates listen to the text and then choose the visual
image which best answers the question in the context of
what they have heard. Candidates indicate the correct
answer by ticking the box beneath the appropriate visual.
There is also a text and question as an example.

Part 1 texts, which may be monologues or dialogues, are
short extracts taken from daily life. They may include, for
example, conversations at home or between friends, radio
announcements, parts of talks, exchanges in shops, etc. The
task requires candidates to listen for specific information in
the text which will answer the question. Each text is repeated
on the tape. Candidates should be encouraged (o listen for
gist initially, choosing the best option as they do so. They
should then check carefully on the second listening to ensure
that their answer is correct. Candidates will need to
understand the key information in the text in order to arrive
at the correct answer.

Part 2

In this part of the test candidates listen to a longer text which
may be either a monologue, or an interview with questions
from a radio presenter. Texts are taken from a range of
contexts, and will be largely informational in focus. Some
may be informational monologues, such as radio
announcements and recorded messages, providing
information about places and events, whilst others may be
extracts from talks or radio programmes, in which people are
talking about their lives, interests or experiences. The text is
heard twice.

Candidates have to answer six multiple-choice questions as
they listen to the text, choosing the correct answer from a
choice of three options. Most questions require candidates to
locate and understand specific information from the text,
although occasionally a question may focus on a very clearly
stated attitude or opinion. To arrive at the correct answer,
candidates will need to understand the detailed meaning of
the text. They should therefore listen for gist initially,
choosing the best option for each question as they do so.
They should then check carefully that their answers are
correct as they listen for the second time.

Part 3

In this part of the test candidates listen to a longer text which
will take the form of an informational monologue. Texts are
taken from a range of contexts, and may be radio
announcements and recorded messages, providing
information about places and events, or they may be extracts
from talks or radio programmes, in which people are talking
about courses, trips or holiday activities. The text is heard
twice.

Candidates are presented with a page of notes summarising
the content of the text, from which six pieces of information
have been removed. As they listen, candidates till in the
numbered gaps on the page with words from the text which
complete the missing information.

Most keys are single words, numbers or very shorl noun
phrases and candidates should be discouraged from
attempting longer answers. Recognisable spelling is accepted,
excepl with very high frequency words, e.g. ‘Monday’, or
where spelling is dictated. Only concrete pieces of
information are tested, so that candidates are not being tested
on their ability to manipulate grammatical structures, nor arce
they expected to interpret or reproduce language in elliptical
note form. In all cases, the words that candidates need to
write will be heard on the recording in the form that they
need to be written.

Candidates should be encouraged to use the information on
the page to guide them through the text as they listen. Having
listened to the rubric, candidates should rcad through the
written information in the pause before the text is played.
This should enable them to make predictions about the sort
of language and information they are going (o hear, which
will help them to feel prepared for the answers when they
come.

The task requires candidates to locate and record specific
information from the text, whilst ignoring other parts of the
text that include redundant information.

Part 4

In this part of the test candidates listen to a longer text which
will take the form of an informal dialogue, usually belween
two people of similar age and status. There is generally one
male and one female speaker to aid identification and the
conversation typically focuses on everyday concerns that
affect the speakers. The conversation is informal in nature
and generally involves speakers discussing their attitudes and
opinions on a given topic, as they agree and disagree on
certain points.

As candidates listen to the tex! they look at a series of six
statements which report the attitudes and opinions of the
speakers. Candidates must decide whether these statements
are true or false in the context of what they hear, and tick the
appropriate box. The text is heard twice.

The task calls for an understanding of the gist of a
conversation containing less formal language and the correct
identification of attitudes, opinions and agreement.
Candidates will need to locate and understand detailed
meaning in order lo make the correct choice for each
question. They should therefore listen for gist initially,
choosing the best option for each question as they do so.
They should then check carefully that their answers are
correct as they listen for the second time.




LISTENING SAMPLE PAPER |

Candidate
Centre Number , Number
| ;

' \
Candidate Name ) | qL ‘

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE ESOL EXAMINATIONS

English for Speakers of Other Languages

PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST

PAPER 2 Listening -

SAMPLE PAPER 1 Approx. 35 minutes
(including 6 minutes transfer time)

Additional materials:
Answer sheets
Soft clean eraser
Soft pencil (type B or HB is recommended)

TIME  Approx. 35 minutes (including 6 minutes transfer time)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page. Write
these details on your answer sheet if these are not already printed.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers on the question paper.

You will have six minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers, in pencil, onto the separate
answer sheet.

At the end of the examination, hand in both the question paper and the answer sheet.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

There are four parts to the test.

Each question in this paper carries one mark.

You will hear each part twice.

For each part of the test there will be time for you to look through the questions and time for you to
check your answers.

This question paper consists of 7 printed pages and 1 blank page.

© UCLES 2004 100/2031/7 [Turn over
Entry Level Certificate in English (ESOL) - Entry 3
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LISTENING SAMPLE PAPER 2

Candidate
Centre Number  Number

Candidate Name |

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE ESOL EXAMINATIONS

English for Speakers of Other Languages

PRELIMINARY ENGLISH TEST

PAPER 2 Listening

SAMPLE PAPER 2 Approx. 35 minutes
(including 6 minutes transfer time)

Additional materials:
Answer sheets
Soft clean eraser
Soft pencil (type B or HB is recommended)

TIME  Approx. 35 minutes (including 6 minutes transfer time)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces at the top of this page. Write
these details on your answer sheet if these are not already printed.

Answer all questions.
Write your answers on the question paper.

You will have six minutes at the end of the test to copy your answers, in pencil, onto the separate
answer sheet.

At the end of the examination, hand in both the question paper and the answer sheet.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

There are four parts to the test.

Each question in this paper carries one mark.

You will hear each part twice.

For each part of the test there will be time for you to look through the questions and time for you to
check your answers.

This question paper consists of 7 printed pages and 1 blank page.

© UCLES 2004 100/2031/7 [Tlll'l'l over
Entry Level Certificate in English (ESOL) - Entry 3
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Listening Paper Tapescript (1)

Rubric

Rubric

Man

Woman

Woman

Rubric

Rubric

Woman

Man

This is the Cambridge Preliminary English Test,
sample paper 1.

There are four parts to the test. You will hear each
part twice. For each part of the test there will be
time for you to look through the questions and time
for you to check your answers.

Write your answers on the question paper. You will
have six minutes at the end of the test to copy your
answers on to the answer sheet.

The recording will now be stopped.

Please ask any questions now, because you must
not speak during the test.

Pause 5 seconds

Now open your question paper and look at part 1.
There are seven questions in this part. For each
question there are three pictures and a short

recording. Choose the correct picture and put a tick
in the box below it.

Before we start, here is an example.
Where did the man leave his camera?

Oh no! I haven't got my camera!

But you used it just now to take a photograph of the
fountain.

Oh | remember, | put it down on the steps while |
put my coat on.

Well, let’s drive back quickly — it might still be
there.

Pause 5 seconds

The first picture is correct so there is a tick in box
A.
Look at the three pictures for question 1 now.

Pause 5 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear each recording twice.

1: What does the man receive in the post?

Here we are John, lots of post for you today. These
letters are all for you, and there’s a postcard, too.

Oh, is that all? I'm waiting for a parcel from
Canada.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Rubric

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

Rubric

Man

Rubric

Woman

Woman

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

2: What did the man buy?

I got most of the shopping. | got the last loaf of
bread and some milk, but I'm afraid there weren’t
any newspapers left.

But what about the stamps?

Ah... | forgot. I'll go back for them.

Oh don’t worry, I'll go.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

3: How can people travel today?

(forecaster) ... and last night's heavy snow storm
has made all main roads in the area o dangerous
to use. However, the trains are still working
normally. But, the airport is clased until tomorrow
morning and all ferries are cancelled.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

4: What is the date of the wedding anniversary?
It's Tom and Paula’s 25th wedding anniversary this
weekend. The actual day is the 26th, but they're
having the party on the Saturday, which is the 24th,

but what's a couple of days aiter all those years¢

Paula looks so young bul I suppose she was quite
young when she married?

Paula? She was 24,
Pause 5 seconds
Now listen again
Repeat

Pause 5 seconds
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Woman

Rubric

5: What musical instruments does the family have
now?

Does Marianne still play the piano?

Yes, she’s got it in her room. It's Bob I'm worried
about, he really wants to play the drums. If he
wants to be a pop star the guitar would be OK, but
we've said drums are just too noisy. And to think

we spent all that money on a flute and he’s hardly
used it.

Pause 5 seconds
Now listen again.
Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

6: What's the weather like in the mountains?

[Radio race commentator]

Man

Rubric

... and | can see the leading cyclists coming towards
me now. They look extremely hot and tired. Even
without snow to make things dangerous, it's hard
work cycling in these mountains. But the cloudy sky
means weather conditions here today are perfect for
racing.

Pause 5 seconds
Now listen again.
Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

7: How did the woman learn about the fire?

[Couple at home]

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Rubric

Rubric

Have you heard? There's been a fire in the old
paper factory.

Are you sure? There’s nothing in the newspaper
about it.

1 just saw it on the 6 o'clock news. Turn on the
radio and you might hear something about it there.

I'll phone Bob. He always knows what's going on.
Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

That is the end of part one.

Pause 10 seconds

Now turn to part two, questions 8 to 13.

Rubric

Woman

You will hear someone reviewing tonight’s
television programmes.
For each question, put a tick in the correct box.

You now have 45 seconds to look at the questions
for part 2.

Pause 45 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear the recording twice.

... and finally on TV Diary a word about some of
the programmes on your screens tonight.

At eight p.m. you can see An insect’s life, an hour
long film full of wonderful close-up photography. It
seems the main problem with being an insect is that
everyone else wants to eat you - including other
insects! This programme is greal (un, but if you're
the sort of person who runs out of the room the
moment you see an insect, it's definitely not for

you.

Aller the news at nine-thirty on BBC1 there's Miller
and Edwards. The two comedians have saved a lot
of their best jokes for this special programme which
is the last of the present serics. Tonight's show lasts
an hour instead of the usual half hour. Miller and
Fdwards are joined by famous actor, Giles Welby,
who plays an angry motorist in one scene.

Now, fans of ITV’s Policewatch drama series will
have to wait a little longer to find out what happens
to Andy McKay, the Scottish detective who always
seems Lo have a cold. The programme will nol be
shown tonight because the turopean Cup football
match is on instead. But Policcwatch will be back
next Thursday as usual.

Beginning tonight is Stardate 3000, an American
science fiction series. It’s been on television in the
USA for the last two months and comments on the
show have been mixed. It certainly has some fine
aclors, but there is a limit to how much a director
can do with stories as weak as these. I'm sure I've
seen most of the scenery before in other shows from
the same studio. Perhaps some of the money they
saved on the scenery should be spent on getting
some better writers!

Also starting a new series tonight is Doctors in
Town, the medical drama series filmed in the heart
of London. The big question is: will this show still
be popular now that the two main actors have left
to do other work? John Tweed, who played Doctor
Walker, is now directing films, while Annie Thomas,
who played Nurse Jane Evans, has returned home lo
the Australian stage. But | am sure the new actors




Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Man

are excellent, making this an enjoyable start to the
series.

Don't forget that, from tomorrow, TV Diary is going
to be at six-thirty p.m. instead of eight-thirty for
three weeks because of the tennis competitions.
When the competitions finish at the start of July,
we'll be back at our usual time. So, thanks for
listening ....[fade]

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.
Repeat

That is the end of part 2. Rubric

Pause 10 seconds

Now turn to part 3, questions 14-19.

You will hear a tour guide talking to some new
guests at their hotel. For each question, fill in the
missing information in the numbered space.

Rubric

Rubric
You now have 20 seconds to look at part 3.

Pause 20 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear the recording twice.

Good afternoon everyone and welcome to the
Riverside Hotel. My name is Peter Smith and | am
your tour guide. You can usually find me in the
office which is opposite the reception desk. If you
have any problems, please come and see me.

Rubric
Now, I'd like to tell you about arrangements for
meals and other hotel facilities. Breakfast is
available in the Green Room from 7.00 a.m. to
9.00 a.m. This is on the first floor of the hotel, next
to the lifts. Breakfast is the only meal which is self-
service.

Boy

Girl

For lunch, we can provide sandwiches for you to
take on your trips. You need to tell your waitress at
dinner each evening what you would like. They will
be ready for you to collect at 9 a.m. from the
kitchen before you leave on your trip. 86
Y.

Evening meals are served from 7.00 until 9.00 p.m. .
in the restaurant. It has an excellent view of the GlHl
river and is well-known for its fish dishes. All your
evening meals will be here in the hotel except for
Saturday when we have organised a special Boy
riverboat trip for you. On that day you will have
dinner on board.

. . . Girl
Bed, breakfast and evening meal are included in the

cost of your holiday but lunch is an extra charge.
There’s no charge for anything else — the trips are
all included.

Finally, the hotel swimming pool. All guesls are free
to use it from when it opens at 6.30, until it closes
at 10 at night. But before 8.30 in the morning and
after 7.30 in the evening you need to collect a key
from reception. The rest of the time a member of
the staff is there,

Well, that's all | have Lo say for now. I'll sce you at
dinner later.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

That is the end of part 3.

Pause 10 seconds

Now turn (o part four, questions 20-2"4.

Look at the six sentences for this part. You will hear
a conversation between a girl, Lucy and a boy,
Edward about pocket money. Decide if each
sentence is correct or incorrect. I it is correct, put a
tick in the box under A for YLS. If it is not correct,

put a tick in the box under B for NO.

You now have 20 seconds to look al the questions
for part 4.

Pause 20 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carelully. You will
hear the recording twice.

Are you OK, Lucy? You don’t look very happy.
Oh Edward. I've argued with my Mum again. I'm
always complaining about not getting enough
pocket money.

How much do you get?

Five pounds a week.

That sounds reasonable to me.

Well, | am fourteen and if you're going into town
shopping, you can never have enough money

because everything’s so expensive.

But is it a fair amount of money compared to what
your friends get?

Well, we all get the same but you can’t compare




Boy
Girl

Boy

Girl

Boy

Girl

Boy

Girl

my five pounds with my friends’ five pounds. You
see, | play a guitar and | have to buy all my music
myself, as well as things | need for school. | think
that's a bit unfair, | have hardly anything left to
spend on clothes and make up.

Right. Do you have to help around the house?
Not really.

So, you don't have to do anything for this pocket
money?

| keep asking my mum to pay me to do things for
her round the house. Then | could buy clothes with
the extra money and spend my pocket money on
things for school.

Well, that would be good for both of you but | can
see why your Mum’s not keen because you'd never
have time to do your school work. But, has your
Mum said to you, you can have more next year
when you're 15?2

Well, Mum just says she’ll decide when I'm ready
to have more and I've just got to wait.

Well, perhaps your Mum thinks it's a question of
being grown up. Maybe you should sit down with
her and say, ‘What signs are you looking for, how
can | prove that I’'m old enough to get more?’

So | should talk to her again?

Boy

Girl

Boy

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Yes, but don’t complain and get angry - just discuss
it calmly as you have with me.

OK, thanks.

That's all right. Let me know how you get on.
Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

That is the end of part 4.

Pause 10 seconds

You now have six minutes (o check and copy your
answers onto the answer sheet.

Pause 5 minutes

{Ping|

You have one more minute.
Pause 1 minute

[Ping]

That is the end of the test.




Listening Paper Tapescript (2)

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

Rubric

Rubric

This is the Cambridge Preliminary English Test,
sample paper 2.

There are four parts to the test. You will hear each
part twice. For each part of the test there will be
time for you to look through the questions and time
for you to check your answers.

Write your answers on the question paper. You will
have six minutes at the end of the test to copy your
answers onto the answer sheet.

The recording will now be stopped.

Please ask any questions now, because you must
not speak during the test.

Pause 5 seconds
Now open your question paper and look at part 1.
Pause 2 seconds

There are seven questions in this part. For each
question there are three pictures and a short
recording. Choose the correct picture and put a tick
in the box below it.

Before we start, here is an example.

Where did the man leave his camera?
Oh no! | haven’t got my camera!

But you used it just now to take a photograph of the
fountain.

Oh | remember, | put it down on the steps while |
put my coat on.

Well, let's drive back quickly — it might still be
there.

Pause 5 seconds

The first picture is correct so there is a tick in
box A.
Look at the three pictures for question 1 now.

Pause 5 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear each recording twice.

1: What do they order?

[In a café]

Man

Woman

Man

I'd like a coffee, what about you?

Mmm, me too. And the twins’ll drink Coke, but just
ask for one bottle, they never finish a bottle each.

Orange juice is much better for them.

Woman

Yes, but they refuse to drink it. Ask for two glasses
then they can share the Coke.

Pause 5 seconds

Rubric  Now listen again.
Repeat
Pause 5 seconds

Rubric ~ 2: When will Pete come 1o pick Dave up?

[answerphone]

Man Hi Dave, it's me, Pete. Sorry you're not in. | thought
1 ought to tell you that I'll be a bit late tonight. You
know I said 1'd pick you up at seven? Well, it's
going to be about a quarter to ecight now as there’s
been a problem here at work. | won't be able 1o
leave here until at least six thirly and it'll tuke me
about an hour to get changed and have something
to eat before | come. Let me know if that’s all right,
will you.

Pause 5 seconds

Rubric ~ Now listen again.
Repeat
Pause 5 seconds

Rubric ~ 3: How did the woman get home yesterday?

Man Did you have a good day yesterday?

Woman Terrible! My car broke down on the way home. |
called the garage and they took it away on a truck,

Man Were you able to catch a train home?

Woman [d just missed the last one. Fortunately a friend was
passing, and he gave me a lift - taxis are terribly
expensive.

Pause 5 seconds

Rubric  Now listen again.
Repeat
Pause 5 seconds

Rubric  4: What does the woman decide to buy Tanya?

Woman We need to get a present for Tanya. She is our only
granddaughter and she’s moving into her new flat
soon. Now, she said that she needs some cushions,
but | don’t know what colour her sofa is.

Man | know that her mother has bought her a set of




Woman

Rubric

Rubric

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Rubric

Rubric

Woman

Man

Woman

Rubric

Rubric

knives and forks, so why don’t we get her a set of
glasses?

Actually, she’s got glasses already. No, let’s get her
what she’s asked for. I think I'll give her a ring
about the colour.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

5: What will James do on his birthday?

So James, what are you going to do for your
birthday?

Well, | was hoping to have a party but most of my
friends are busy so I've accepted my sister’s offer to
take me to a film — at least it’s better than going out
for a meal with my parents.

Have you finished all this term’s work?

Last week | thought I would have to spend my
birthday sitting at the computer, but I've finished all
my work now.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

6: Where did the woman leave her notebook?

| can’t believe it. | wrote down my friend’s address
in my notebook... | had it right here... right next to

the phone and now | can't find it anywhere.

What did you do when you'd finished the phone
call? Did you put it in a bag or something?

| went upstairs to my bedroom but I've looked... oh
of course, my jacket. | took it off in the lounge
before 1 went upstairs. It'll be in the pocket.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

7: What will the man return to the library?

Woman

Woman

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Woman

I’'m going to the video library. Shall I take this video
of the pop concert back?

1 borrowed that one from a friend at school. And |
haven’t watched the one from the library about
football.

OK. What about these two Keep-fit videos?

Take the first one because I've finished with it, but
I'll keep the second one for another week.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.
Repeat

Pause 5 seconds

That is the end of Part 1.
Pause 10 seconds

Now turn to Part 2, questions 8 to 13.

You will hear a woman called Lucy talking on the
radio about a new magazine.

For each question, pul a tick in the correct box.

You now have 45 seconds to look at the questions
for part 2.

Pause 45 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear the recording twice.

I'm Lucy Holmes and I'm here today to tell you
about my work. People ask me why | decided to
start a new magazine. Well, I've been a journalist
for many years working for newspapers and
magazines in this country and abroad. I've always
dreamt of starting my own magazine, not because |
want to be rich but because 1 want to do something
different. And now I've done it! It is different from
other magazines and I'm sure it's going to be
successful.

So what's the magazine like? | should explain that
it's a local magazine that will come out cach
Thursday — it’s the same size as the local weekly
newspaper and in fact looks very similar, but it
doesn’t carry news and it doesn’t report on events
as they happen. | think this is the important
difference. You can buy it in all the usual places
you would buy your local newspaper.

The magazine itself is divided into two main parts;
the first half is a ‘what’s on’ guide which contains
information about everything that’s happening in




Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

Man

the city over a seven-day period. There are music
and film reviews, and information about special
events, so you can decide what’s worth spending
your time on. And it’s also got local bus timetables
and useful phone numbers.

There are also reports on restaurants. But we're not
going to write only good things about the
restaurants we choose, because these are not
advertisements. They are the honest opinions of our
journalists. That’s a strength of this magazine, the
writers are all independent journalists who say what
they think.

That's one half of the magazine, the other half is the
articles. We want to write about the lives of local
people. They may be famous or not but they have
all done something interesting such as developing a
new business. There are several famous artists in the
city, like Lisa Goodchild who has talked to us about
her life in the first issue. We hope to interview a
wide variety of people.

[pause]

I'm really happy because there are some fantastic
journalists living in the area, many of them busy
writing for national papers, and they’re supporting
the new magazine by writing for it. The journalists
are happy because the magazine has room for
longer articles so they have more space to give their
opinions.

So, anyone who's interested in .......[fade]
Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.

Repeat

That is the end of Part 2.

Pause 10 seconds

Now turn to Part 3, questions 14-19.

You will hear a man talking to a group of people
about the riding holidays he organises.

For each question, fill in the missing information in
the numbered space.

You now have 20 seconds to look at part 3.
Pause 20 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear the recording twice.

Well, thank you for inviting me here today to talk to
you about the riding and holiday centre I run. |

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

understand that some of you are keen to visit us.
We opened the centre six years ago and organise
holidays for people of all levels of experience.

Let me tell you about a normal day’s programme.
You'll probably be pleased to know we don’t make
you get up too early! After breakfast at 8.30 we
begin at about 10 o'clock by getting the horses
ready. You need to make sure you have the right
equipment before the ride begins at about 11.30.

For the first few miles we go quite slowly, breaking
for about an hour at midday, near a beach or lake
where you can swim or sunbathe. We arrive back at
the Centre at about 4 o'clock.

Everyone has to wear a hard hat and these are
available free of charge at the Centre. Trainers are
no good for riding, I'm afraid. Stronp shoes or boots
with a small heel are best. Warm clothes such as
jeans and sweater, some swimweir and a small
shoulder bag for carrying a packed lunch, are
useful.

All our accommodation is in double rooms with
bathrooms. We have a television room and a games
room and there is a safe area in the garden for
children to play in.

In the local area there are lots of things to see and
do. Both golf and fishing are available and there is
an excellent museum not far away.

And now for the price. Well, a four-day holiday is
£292 per person and that includes the riding, the
equipment, the accommodation and all food.

If you have any questions, I'll be happy to answer
them now. Thank you.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.
Repeat

That is the end of Part 3.
Pause 10 seconds

Now turn to Part 4, questions 20-25.

Look at the six sentences for this part. You will hear
a conversation between a woman, Ellen and her
neighbour, Steve, about living in a small town
called Littleport.

Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it
is correct, put a tick in the box under A for YES. If it
is not correct, put a tick in the box under B for NO.




Rubric

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

You now have 20 seconds to look at the questions
for part 4.

Pause 20 seconds

Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully. You will
hear the recording twice.

Hi, I'm Ellen Jones. I'm your new neighbour.

Hello, Steve Brown. Nice to meet you. Welcome to
Littleport. Where did you live before?

1 used to work in New York, | came back to this
country last month.

Oh really. My firm sometimes sends me to the
States on business trips but I'm always pleased to
get home again — New York’s so busy and noisy.

That's true but | loved it. There’s always lots going
on so it’s very exciting. Anyway, tell me about what
there is to do here in Littleport.

Well, I'm in the drama society. We perform plays or
musicals twice a year. [Hopefully] We're always
looking for new members.

I’'m no good at acting or singing.....

That doesn’t matter. You could help behind the
stage with the lights or something like that.

[Unenthusiastic] Well I’'m not sure. When'’s your
next show?

Actually it's next weekend, we're doing a musical.
Are you in it?

Yes, | certainly am. Would you like to buy a ticket?
Well, thanks for asking but I've already got

something planned. Are there any other clubs like
sports clubs for example.

Woman

Man

Woman

Man

Woman

Rubric

Rubric

Rubric

There’s the tennis club..... then there’s the football
club, but you wouldn’t be interested in that....

[Surprised] Why not? Maybe they have a women's
team. Women like playing football too you know!

Anyway, is there a health club or a gym in the
town? | used to go regularly in New York.

Yes, and it’s got a nice exercise room and
swimming pool.

[Excitedly] I must join. Do you know if it's
expensive?

About £24 a month. But there’s one problem —
there’s a waiting list of about a year. All you have to
do is get a form and fill it in.

lIronically] Great. | don’t think Littleport is going to
suil me.

Pause 5 seconds

Now listen again.
Repeat

That is the end of Part 4.
Pause 10 seconds

You now have six minutes to check and copy your
answers on to the answer sheel.

Pause 5 minutes

[Ping]

You have one more minute.
Pause 1 minute

[Ping]

That is the end of the test.




Paper 3: Speaking
Paper Format
This paper contains four parts.

The standard format is two candidates and two examiners.

One examiner acts as both assessor and interlocutor and
manages the interaction by asking questions and setting up
the tasks. The other acts as assessor and does not join in the
conversation.

Task Types

Short exchanges with the examiner; a collaborative task

involving both candidates; a one-minute long turn and a
follow up discussion.

Timing
10-12 minutes per pair of candidates.

Marks

Candidates are assessed on their performance throughout the
test.

There are a total of 25 marks in Paper 3, making 25% of the
total score for the whole examination

Part | Task Type and Format

Task Focus : 3 : S | Timing

1 Each candidate interacts with the interlocutor.

standardised questions.

The interlocutor asks the candidates questions in turn, using

Giving information of a factual, personal kind. | 2-3
The candidates repond to questions about minutes
present circumstances, past experiences and
future plans.

2 Simulated situation. Candidates interact with each other.

Using functional language to make and respond |2 3

in Part 3.

Visual stimulus is given to the candidates to aid the discussion fo suggestlgnsf dlS(‘llSj altornfatlves, make mingtes
task. The interlocutor sets up the activity using a standardised | "€OmMMen alionsiand;negotiate agreement.
rubric.

3 Extended turn. Describing photographs and managing 3
A colour photograph is given to each candidate in turn and :JISCOUFSE, using appropriate vocabulary, in a minules
they are asked to talk about it for up to a minute. Both onger turn.
photographs relate to the same topic.

4 General conversation. Candidates interact with each other. The candidates talk together about their 3

opinions, likes/dislikes, preferences, minutes

The topic of the conversation develops the theme established

The interlocutor sets up the activity using a standardised rubric.

experiences, habits etc.

Preparing for the Speaking Test

Introduction

In the PET Speaking Test, candidates are examined in pairs by
two examiners. One of the examiners acts as an interlocutor
and the other as an assessor. The interlocutor directs the test,
while the assessor takes no part in the interaction. Examiners
change roles during the course of an examining session, but
not during the examining of one pair. There are a number of
different ‘packs’ of material that examiners can use.

The test takes between ten and twelve minutes and consists
of four parts which are designed to elicit a wide range of
speaking skills from the candidates. Where there is an
uneven number of candidates at a centre, the final Speaking
test will be a group of three rather than a pair. The group of
three test is not an option for all candidates, but is only used
for the last test in a session, where necessary.

Part 1

The test begins with a general conversation led by the
interlocutor, who asks the candidates questions about their

personal details, daily routines, likes and dislikes, etc.
Candidates are addressed in turn and are not expected to talk
to cach other at this stage. At an appropriate point,
candidates are asked to spell all or part of their name.

The purpose of this conversation is 1o test the language of
simple social interaction, and to enable each candidate 10
make an initial contribution to the test, using simple everyday
language. As they are talking about themselves using familiar
language, this conversation should help to settle the
candidates, enabling them to overcome any initial
nervousness.

Although the interlocutor’s questions are designed to elicit
short rather than extended responses, candidates should be
discouraged from giving one-word answers in this part.
Especially when asked about their daily routines or their likes
and dislikes, candidates should be encouraged o extend
their answers with reasons and examplcs.

This part of the test assesses the candidates’ ability to take
part in spontaneous communication in an everyday setting.
Candidates who find opportunities to socialise with others in




an English-speaking environment will be well prepared for
this part of the test. Where this is not possible, however, such
situations need to be recreated in the classroom through
structured speaking tasks that practise appropriate language
in a similar context. Candidates should be discouraged,
however, from preparing rehearsed speeches as these will
sound unnatural and will probably fail to answer the specific
questions asked.

Part 2

This part of the test takes the form of a simulated situation
where the candidates are asked, for example, to make and
respond to suggestions, discuss alternatives, make
recommendations and negotiate agreement with their partner.
It is not a role-play activity, however, as candidates will
always be giving their own views and opinions about an
imaginary situation, rather than assuming an unfamiliar role.

In this part of the test, the candidates speak to each other.
The interlocutor sets up the task, repeating the instructions
whilst candidates look at the prompt material. The
interlocutor then takes no further part in the interaction. In
the event of a complete breakdown in the interaction, the
interlocutor may subtly intervene to redirect the students, but
will not take part in the task itself. Candidates are expected to
engage with the task independently, negotiating turns and
eliciting opinions from each other.

A sheet of visual prompts is given to the candidates which is
designed to generate ideas and provide the basis for the
discussion. Candidates may, however, introduce their own
ideas if they wish. Candidates are assessed on their ability to
take part in the task, rather than on the outcome of their
discussions, and so it is not necessary for them to complete
the task in the time given. Candidates are assessed on their
use of appropriate language and interactive strategies, not on
their ideas.

All classroom discussions in pairs and groups will provide
preparation for this part of the text. Candidates should be
encouraged to make positive contributions that move the
discussion forward by picking up on each other’s ideas.
Candidates should learn to discuss the situation fully with
their partners, using the range of visual prompts to extend the
discussion, before coming to a conclusion. It is useful to
point out to candidates that if they rush to reach a conclusion
too soon, opportunities to demonstrate their language skills
may be lost — and it is these skills rather than the outcome of
the discussion which is being assessed.

Part 3

In this part of the test, each candidate is given one colour
photograph to describe. The photographs will depict
everyday situations and candidates are asked to give a simple
description of what they can see in their photograph.

This part of the test allows candidates to demonstrate both
their range of vocabulary and their ability to organise

language in a long turn. Their descriptions are expected to be
simple, however, and candidates at this level are not
expected to speculate about the context or talk about any
wider issues raised by the scenes depicted.

Candidates should be encouraged to describe the people and
activities in the photographs as fully as possible. They should
imagine that they are describing the photograph to someone
who can't see it, naming all the objects and including
illustrative detail such as colours, people’s clothes, time of
day, weather, etc.

Whilst the photographs will not call for difficult or
specialised vocabulary, candidates will be given credit for the
ability to use paraphrase or other appropriate strategics to
deal with items of vocabulary which they do not know or
cannot call to mind. Candidates should therefore be given
plenty of classroom practice in both the language of
description and strategies for dealing with unknown
vocabulary.

The photographs will have a common theme, which
candidates will be told, but will differ in terms of their
detailed content. Although this theme establishes a comman
starting point for Part 4, the photographs are returned to the
interlocutor at the end of Part 3 and play no further part in
the test.

Part 4

In this part of the test, the candidates speak Lo each other.
The interlocutor sets up the task, then takes no further part.
The theme established in Part 3 is now used as the starting
point for a general conversation in which the candidates
discuss their own likes and dislikes, experiences, elc.
Candidates are expecled (o enpage with the task
independently, negoliating turns and eliciting opinions from
each other. In the cvent of a complete breakdown in the
interaction, the interlocutor may subtly intervene lo redirect
the students with further prompls, but will not take part in the
task itself. Candidates should be able 1o talk about their
interests and enthusiasms and give reasons for their views
and preferences. Credit will be given for the use of
appropriate interactive strategies and candidates should be
encouraged to elicit the views of their partner(s), pick up on
their partner’s points and show interest in what their
partner(s) are saying, as well as talking about themselves.

If, at any time during the test, candidates have difficulty in
understanding an instruction, question or response, they
should ask the interlocutor or their partner to repeat what
was said. Marks will not normally be lost for the occasional
request for repetition,

Assessment

Throughout the test, candidates are assessed on their
language skills, not their personality, intelligence or
knowledge of the world. They must, however, be prepared to




develop the conversation, where appropriate, and respond to
the tasks set. Prepared speeches are not acceptable.
Candidates are assessed on their own individual performance
and not in relation to each other. Both examiners assess the
candidates according to criteria which are interpreted at PFT
level. The interlocutor awards a mark for global achievement,
whilst the assessor awards marks according to four analytical
criteria: Grammar and Vocabulary, Discourse Management,
Pronunciation and Interactive Communication.

Grammar and Vocabulary

This scale refers to the accurate and appropriate use of
grammatical forms and vocabulary. It also includes the range
of both grammatical forms and vocabulary. Performance is
viewed in terms of the overall effectiveness of the language
used in dealing with the tasks.

Discourse Management

This scale refers to the coherence, extent and relevance of
each candidate’s individual contribution. On this scale the
candidate's ability to maintain a coherent flow of language is
assessed, either within a single utterance or over a string of
utterances. Also assessed here is how relevant the
contributions are to what has gone before.

Pronunciation

This scale refers to the candidate's ability to produce
comprehensible utterances to fulfil the task requirements.
This includes stress, rhythm and intonation, as well as
individual sounds. Examiners put themselves in the position
of the non-language specialist and assess the overall impact
of the pronunciation and the degree of effort required to
understand the candidate. Different varieties of English, e.g.
British, North American, Australian etc., are acceptable,
provided they are used consistently throughout the test,

Interactive Communication

This scale refers to the candidate's ability to use language to
achieve meaningful communication. This includes initiating
and responding without undue hesitation, the ability to use
interactive strategies to maintain or repair communication,
and sensitivity to the norms of turn-taking.

Global Achievement

This scale refers to the candidate’s overall effectiveness in
dealing with the tasks in the four separate parts of the PE1
Speaking Test. The global mark is an independent impression
mark which reflects the assessment of the candidate's
performance from the interlocutor's perspective. The
interlocutor gives one global mark for cach candidate's
performance across all parts of the tesl.

Marking

As mentioned above, assessment is based on performance in
the whole test, and is not related to performance in particular
parts of the test. The assessor awards marks for each of the
four criteria listed above. The interlocutor awards each
candidate one global mark.

In many countries, oral examiners are assigned to teams,
each of which is led by a team leader who may be
responsible for approximately fifteen oral examiners. Team
leaders give advice and support to oral examiners, as
required.

The team leaders are responsible to a senior team leader who
is the professional representative of Cambridge FSOI for the
speaking tests. Senior team leaders are appointed by
Cambridge ESOL and attend an annual co-ordination and
development session in the UK. Team leaders are appointed
by the senior team leader in consultation with the local
administration.

After initial training of examiners, standardisation of marking
is maintained by both examiner co-ordination sessions and
by monitoring visits to centres by team leaders. During co-
ordination sessions, examiners watch and discuss sample
speaking tests recorded on video and then conduct practice
tests with volunteer candidates in order to establish a
common standard of assessment.

The sample tests on video are selecled to demonstrate a
range of nationalities and different levels of competence, and
are pre-marked by a team of experienced assessors.




CAMBRIDGE COMMON SCALE FOR SPEAKING

CPE

LEVEL C2

Fully operational command of the spoken language.

Able to handle communication in most situations, including unfamiliar or unexpected ones.
Able to use accurate and appropriate linguistic resources to express complex ideas and concepts and produce extended
discourse that is coherent and always easy to follow.

Rarely produces inaccuracies and inappropriacies.

Pronunciation is easily understood and prosodic features are used effectively; many features, including pausing and
hesitation, are ‘native-like’.

CAE
LEVEL C1
Good operational command of the spoken language.

Able to handle communication in most situations.

Able to use accurate and appropriate linguistic resources to express ideas and produce discourse that is generally coherent.
Occasionally produces inaccuracies and inappropriacies.

Maintains a flow of language with only natural hesitation resulting from considerations of appropriacy or expression.

L1 accent may be evident but does not affect the clarity of the message.

FCE

LEVEL B2

Generally effective cc d of the language.
Able to handle communication in familiar situations.

P

Able to organise extended discourse but occasionally produces ulterances that lack coherence, and some inaccuracies and
inappropriate usage occur.

Maintains a flow of language, although hesitation may occur whilst searching for language resources.

Although pronunciation is easily understood, L1 features may be intrusive.

Does not require major assistance or prompting by an interlocutor.

LEVEL B1 ﬂhreshold).

KET

LEVEL A2 (Waystage)

Basic command of the spoken language.

Able to convey basic meaning in very familiar or highly predictable situations.

Produces utterances which tend to be very short — words or phrases — with frequent hesitations and pauses.
Dependent on rehearsed or formulaic phrases with limited generative capacity.

Only able to produce limited extended discourse.

Pronunciation is heavily influenced by L1 features and may at times be difficult to understand.

Requires prompting and assistance by an interlocutor to prevent communication from breaking down.

Pre-Waystage Level

Zero
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